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TO THE* 


Reader. 
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7 _< Civil fo Joie as 
EN d Anſwer, nd "a 
; rot Court you 
with a Preface, 
you would have little t6 wonder 
at ; for if Jr. believe the Cha- 
refs which h e leafe ed t0 give 
of men of. our Spa ofeſſe ron. tg" by 
|, true +. What can TY e ed 
[Toon fuch an nngentile 7 rt. of 
| 12 7 ew} 


# 


The Preface 
men , whoſe Education and Im- 


provements are ſo pitifully poor , 


and mean * How ſhould we be 


inftrufted in what belongs to good 


manners, who are ſo unmannerly 
in the Pulpit * where. if any 
where, it 1s to be preſum'd we 
dreſs up our Diſcourſes in their 
Holiday Apparel , and deliver 


our ſelves in the beſt Langua - 


that we have. And if that be 
ſo. blunt and deſpicable , there is 
no great reaſon to hope, that elſes 
* where we ſhall better approve 
our ſelves. _ | 

.._ 1 know not in how many of our 


Studzes, the Gentleman might | 
finds Licoſthenes and the ſecond | 

art. of Wits Commonwealth, | 
Cola an I that T bave none of | | 


C 


them, 


"RT -..\ ,% & CY EVER. "I 


hy Ep 
' oe 


to the Reader. 
them, and ſo that fragup woes not 
reach. me) hy the help of which 


' be ſuppoſes we malg our Ser. 


mons : But I dare be bold to be. 
lieve , he ſball finde the' Acade- 
my of Complements i wery 
few ; ner any ſuch choice Books, 
whereby we may render the Pre- 
faces to the Books, which any of 
us are bold to put out, leſs ride 
culous, than be preſumes the Pre. 
faces we make to our Sermons 
are. 

But, Kinde, and Courteous 
and Gentle Readers (ſo I finde 
you have been called ) I hope you 


| bave a better opinion of us , if 
| pot, I muſt needs pray you, ont 
| of pity to us to have as good an 
 opunion of us you can, I am not 


a 3 ſo 


The Preface | 
ſo foolifh* as'to boaſt, that if you. 
will read over what Þ have writ- 
zen, you will finde the Gentle- 
man miſtaken very much: and 
that he does' us a great deal of 
wrong, and that we are as good 
men as bimfelf, and.that-we have 
reaſon't0 quarrel with the world, 
becauſe we "are no more atmr'd 
and bonour'd , ' or any the like 
things : But honeſtly and plain- 
ly give me leave to ſay what. in 
ood earneſt induced me, to under- 

take what 1 have perforined; viz. 
a Contemplation of: ſuch things 
as follow. Rl TELL moe 
Firſt, T conſider the: Sorvice- 


ableneſs of the Clergy does muth; | 
very much depend upon the Cre- 
art and Efteem that we can have | 


. 214 


' the Inftrudtions we . follow then 


to.the Reader. - 
in the: world. Where we meet 


with any ſo good. natur'd 46 to. 


bear any good Refpe& toward 
us, though it be rather. for the 
Honourableneſs of our Employ. 
ment , than for any. Worthineſs 
they can diſcern in ous Perſons; 


this favourable | Opinion they 


have of us, will greatly tipo 
them, the more readily to receive. 


with. . But they who are prejun 
diced. at us , and ettertatn . any 
wile thou ahts of _ #5. will, very 
hardly be yr by us,-;.It 


was, not betauſe Micaiah' s .Pro- 


pheſie was. more unlikely than Ze: 
 -dekiah's , but becauſe Ahab bad 
| afore conceiv 'd batred againſt 
; him , that be would not. yield ta 


a 4 bin 


The Preface 
his. ern e it COnterns ns - 
ly hat we eat to preſerve 
ne Credie. "The —_— 
hath" dote” wel in joyning our 
Credit - ant 'Serwiceableneſs foge- 
Aer ir "being "undoubtenly. true, 
tht the ſame thing which leſſens 
tar Value. -will fin our Ser- 
irtcblondſe. $5 6 
" "Now it" ſeems 19. me, (and! 
bye given a farther - Account of 
#)\thot the Letter-I enquire int- 
to) witl- probably de ns this-- PT 
Ee t0- make us. more ob- 
gone and: contemptible” than | 
we are: Hhe'S1h Style and man- 
Ay +: trough to provoke 
Nbs Reader to make 1s their 
» alk. ' tot in order to- our 
: 0 1 Gree, but to onr farther | 


dif- | 


to the Reader. 


diſgrace. | There are many of our 
Countrey Neighbours, who fel> 
— or.. never fee any Playes : 

= 1 £& Letter looks 
li ke fr a piece of merriment 


ſent among - them into; the Couns. 


rey. And poſſebly it bath been 
accounted none of the moſt unſ. 
vory Sawces to their late Chriſt- 


* mas Chear, even the Diſcotrſe 
that bath” been created by this 


Letter - among thofe who have 
read it. Wherefoxe that that lit. 
tle Serwice which we are yet able 


to do among our people” may not 


come t0 none at all , I have ads 


| wentur'd to enquire , whether @ 


* | great part of our Contempt benot 


|| pundeſerved. 
| | -"Y wad moreaver', that it” 


c annot 


— - - 


— ———T__— 
— 


The Preface - 
cannot be reaſonably ſaid, This is 
bu# an Innocent Piece of Mirth, 
and ſuch as cannot. without pee= 
wiſbneſs be quarrel[ dat. Or, 
there 3s a great deal of Truth in 
it , and that which 3s nat true 
may be born with, fſuppaſing the 


Deſign be to make us more wary 


for the time. to come, This may 


be ſaid, and to thus it may be re- 
plied : That all things which 
are: true',.are not fit to.be ſaid 
at all times. IT khaow thoſe that 
have been upbraided as | luke- 
warn men, and betrayers of the 
Truth, &c. wha have declar'd 
themſelwes to be of this opinion, 


that ſome Truths may ſometimes 
for peace ſake be concea'd. But 


it 45 uot onely true, but atruth of 
great 


to: the Reader. 


great Import in order to the good 
of the World. . And if for =— 
then alſo for other reaſons. "Cu 


| bono'ss 4 right good queſtion fe for 


any man to propound to bimfelf 
in all he. undertakes. So that. if 
oll. mere true ,' unleſs the Author 
could probably think he might. de 
ſome. good Service to the Church 
in this. Eſſay, be had. better. have 
been exacking of Nuts all the 
white ,,. tbey would not ſo much 
bave- burt his teeth, as as hs teeth 
have hurt us. But if be did ſo 
think, for if I know him. atall, 
F know bim to be an honeſt. Geu- 
tleman.). it may not be labour loft 
to wrſcover how unſucceſs ful bis 
Deſugn 35 like to prave as. to any 
good Ends. 

Tea again, if all were true , yet 
tbe 


The Preface, 
the manner of it is ſomemhat un- 


kindly and unhbopeful. Who of 
us is like to be mnch the better 
for this kinde of dealing ? and 
who among thoſe that deſpiſe us, 
will be cured of that Humour by 
any thing be ſhall finde- in the 
Letter ? 

But when I farther conf zder 
that all 3s not true , - that: we are 
not ſo contempti ble os is repre- 
ſented ; I thought ut fitting to ſay 
what I thought might be ſaid in 
our Defence.” They have a Pro- 
verb, that if you Ga but up- 


on a worm, it will turn again, 


( though in' truth there is little | 
xs wn win that creature) And | 
crein - are we worſe than | 
iu orms , that it ſhould not be | 
3 lewis 


” 


to the Reader. 


lawful for #5 to labour our ownh 


_ Vindication? 


So then, that I bawe proponnd- 
ed a good end to my ſelf, I am 
ſufficiently _— If there 
be any thing wherein I am to- beg 
the Readers pardon, and to Fa. 
their Cenſure, it 3 inthis, that T 
did not Iet this\ Tash, alone tobe 


. perform'd by ſome better band. It 


may be ſome of the Learned Cler+ 
gy will be fo tender of the Repu» 


tation of their meaner Bretbren, 


| . 45 to take the Gentleman to tack. 


It may be a nimbler Pen and' s 
readier Wit than mine, will cou- 
cern themſelves in this Afﬀeait. 
It may be ſo, but it is more that 
I know of. And therefore what 
I have done 3s like my ſelf," that 


75 


tray'd my 
tle bands the temper of” the 


already ant., 


"Caſe 


The Preface 
is like one who is out of the world 
of Books, who do fo little know 


what Books are coming out ' this 
next Tearm, that I know but 


few of thoſe that are already ex+ 


tant. It may be alfo I bave bes 
ſelf to be one who lit- 


World; and if IT could 7 imagine 


that whet I have written would 
and fo 
meanly thought of, as wery poſſe- 


be ſo little etquir d after, 


bly. it may be ; I would . have 
thought it enough to ſuffer the 
Contempt under which (together 
with the. reſt of our Order) 1 
" rather than by my 
Indiſcretions. have made the 


dF worſe.. 


ind 


| 


| 


Re it 4s it 
will, I look, for but little Credit, 


to the Reader. 


and I fear no great Diſcredit. 

But I muſt not forget, that a 
| little Preface 3s big enough for a 
little Book: Wherefore I forbear 
to tell my Reader bow unexpe- 
edly I bawve been diverted frace 1 
firſt intended any thing in this 
kinde ; and what other thiftgs I 
bave to ſay in excuſe, why 13; ve 
no more lickt it 'over. - I have 
this onely to ſay; I thought it 
would pleaſe the Stationer to 
have it expoſed to Sale this next 
| Tearm : Therefore I have made 
| baſte, andT wiſh it be no more 


| haſte than good ſpeed, 
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lj. areſliptuncarreced for whiich » thy Pringer | 
craves wad pardon, 1 
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CELL EEETEEYEE: 


CEO 
An Anſwer to a Letter of En- 
quiry. ants-the Grounds, and 
v7 caſions of the Comtenpt of 


the CLERGT. 


>» 


S1R, 


1 Hat the C lergy of. FE athoand 2re tn- 
| | happily deſpiſed , <ither you do 


truly believe, and affectionately be- 
wail, or you do very yainly if not hypocri- 
rically r00;; ' enquire: into the'Grounds ard 
Occaſions of; thar Contempt; 1. do-readily 
believe, ( notwithſtanding your frequent 
Drollings -which "migbe, temipr ſome ſevere 
mento doubt ) that you are ir} good earneſt, 

and I am-ſo well perfwaded of the truth. of 
many things 'you ſay , that one deſign of 
what follows, is to adde acknowledgements 
in confirmation of them : Bur whetherin all 
things you have ſaid well, thay deſerve to. be 
farther enquired into.” I ſay may deſerve it 
but to ſay whether or no-it do:deſerve it ,- is 
A 2 great 


AE 
CANT 
Act ' 


# (4) 


great boldneſs in one, who for ſeveral years 
hach had no higher Title than that of a 


Conntrey Vicar. If we Countrey Miniſters | 


be but half ſo ignorant as you ſuppoſe, it 
cannot be leſs then preſumptuous Arro- 
gance, for any of us to make a Judgement 
upon a Diſcourſe ſo Ingenious and Learned 
as you haye bleſt the world with, Yet be- 
cauſe there is a certain Scribling Humour 
poſleffes ſome men, with which I am now in- 
feed, I beg your leave to animadyert upon 
ſome Paffages in your Letter, yet always 
premiſing, (which is you know an old wont 
in otir Preachments) that I ſhall endeavour 
ro ſpeak with that modeſty, which becomes 
a poor ignorant . Countrey. Miniſter ; not 
preſuming to determine too reſolutely , but 
onely a little to- enquire into ſome things, 
which may poſſibly' be true, if I had Under- 
ſtanding enough to difcern the truth of 


. them. 


You ſeem, Sir, to abuſe us for dividing 
our Texts, and you may with as much rea- 
ſon laugh at my ' ſhredding a Letter, But 

manin hisown way, We have been 
uſed for the helping of our dull Underſtand- 
ingsand weak Memories, to caſt our thoughts 
into fome certain' Method, and if beſides 


this, now and then a little Pulpit Language - 


and. phraſe -creep into a Letter , you will 
| pardon 


—— — —_— — 
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(5) 
pardon a man that- does not recedere ab arte 
ſua. Wherefore I ſhall enquire. 

Firſt, Whether you have ſufficiently reck- 
oned up the Grounds and Occafions of that 
Contempt under which we lye. 

Secondly, Whether there be ſo much ig. 
norance in us as you ſuppoſe ? 

Thirdly , Whether chat Ignoranc that is, 
proceed from all thoſe things which you af- 
ſign asthe Cauſes of it? 

Fourthly, Whether all thoſe be faults that 
you do ſo:nimbly ſquib us for? Or if they 
be; Whether -we be gujlty of all you 
reckon ? | 

Fifthly, If ſo, Whether you bave taken a, 
likely courſe. to deliver us from. this Con- 
tempt. For the reſt, we will agree as well 
aswecan; and if 1 can hit.of the Tune, I 
will bear apart with you in 'z/45- poor Scho- 
lat , &C, a 

Firſt, Sir, W-hat reaſon have we to thank- 
you, that: you-take- notice of .no Other Occa. 
ſions of the Confempt of the, Clergy, but the. 
Ignerence of ſame, and the Poverty of others: 
of us? Nay , you. plainly. {ay,-that it pro- 
ceeds from no. other Caufe.:.. Page 3. 1f 1be 
net very much miſtaken, Whatever bath hereto- 

$re, or does at preſent, leſſen the. value of oxr 
Clergy, or reuder it ins any degree leſs ſervice- 
able to the world, then —__ be reaſonably 

| A 3 boped 


—— 
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boped, may be tafoly referr'd to twe very plain 
things ; the Jynorance of ſome, and the Po. 
wverty of others of the Clergy. Do you not 
hereby roo: much excuſe thoſe who deſpiſe 
us ? Might not one piece of your Declama- 
tion bave ſpent it ſelf 'upon- the. Untoward- 
neſs, and Peeviſhnels, and Prejudices of Yul- 
gar people? ' Could you not rm jearkt the 
Laiety a lictle, and told chem ofitheir- faults 
ut there are two ends of” a' ProſpeRive- 
glaſs; and when-you had by one' magnified 
047 Ignorance, and almoſt infulted{over oxr 
Poverty, you turn the other upon-the peo< 
ple; by which , if poſſibly they may have 
ſome faults, order bicoihe.folhalt and at 
fo:great a diſtance,” that yor would'not eafily 
diſcern ther; - But Þ pray; Sir'/ though .we 
deſerve tobe lauphr ae fori our Ighorance, 
yet do we not'al(d:deſerve-td be pittied for 
our Poyerty ? And had it not been civil for: 
you to haveblamed the pespſe''(a little more 
plainly chen'you have-/atiy2whiere done) for” 
their Inhumanity in cratypling upon - thoſe* 
who kr; on- the gfound > What" if" 
you had caken ove part; and/tald the World; 
that it'is the fare of "Worthy tet ſometimes” 
to-be in- Diſtreſs and - Poverty ,”"therefore, 
where it happensthar Ignorance and Poverty 
are not joyn'd'inthe fame perſon, a: little of - 
your flexanimous Rhecorick mjght'have been” 
ſpar'd, 


+ 
ſpar'd, to fave inclin'd the hearts of our 
Patiſhjonets not ro deſpiſe” us for that which 
we catot help, Orif you bad pleaſed, you 
conld have ruen'd your {lile, nnd appeated in 
Satyr apaitift thoſe baſe-ſpirited vg "who 
will ſeek occafions to reproach us : "Aid 
while you! had. been doing pon 2 would 
have found” ſorbewhar as belides Jewtls, 
in the raking of ſuch Dun ahills.. The 6c{a- 
ſions of the Contewps of the Clergy are/H in 
only otiour part Toner ance ati  Poverty,, tie 

on the Ae bur cotitethners there is ff0- 
watdneſs and will, and fomewhat elſe be- 
a which, ſhall pile” you, in. thind of by 
and by. 

In the mean tine,” Sif, I take no doubt, 
but you who {0 well underftand the ſtate of 
che mean ard infetionr” Cletfy, as that ib z 
el Belt time (p,i 1s, you could provhre 
Hurd, red; that} WAY Tot Ih Sus and Xo 
down, id" bt verlaftinth - that Gentlegiavs, 
that could N41 ther 4 Living but of 35 
301. a year, ate much better dc © ainted ith 
choſe 6fth t Ke Yirevr ſorr, who Urs fitcet Cormti- 
pary for 4 Gentleman of 'your party atid 
earning. You know (brtie. who are 
| oraht nor poor , and what beconrtes, of 

em? Are the honogred as tnuch as we 
are deſpiſed > re ail mens mouths full "of 
their Praifes? Have they that plurality '6f 
A 4 Honour 


(8) 
Honour which their double Exgfllency qua- 


have_been beropend z: as well. as_the. Holy 
f 


*3,» 
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(9) ns 
to Reputationand Eſteem, There are thoſe 
who do not love our Coat, and will pick holes 
init, though it be not thread-bare, and there 
are dirty-mouth'd Fellows, will calumniate ſo 
ſtrongly, that all the Rooks in an Univerſity 
Library ſhall not teach a man wit enough 
to wipe it:off, And then the ground and 
occaſion of all this Contempt, is in thoſe 
who are ative, not in-thoſe wha are paſſive 
1n if, 

You will tell me, Sir, it may be, that: the 
Ignorance and. Poverty of ſome, refle&s to 
the diſparagement of the rei} of the Clergy : 
But what reaſon is there for-this ? There-is 
a DoRor or two in our Neighbourhood, very 


. learned men, and well to live, ( as wefay in 


the Cauntrey ) divers of .us that live near 
them are mean and inconfiderable, and. ſcarce 
worthy to be. Readers : to ' the Reverend 
DoRtors , do you think that they are. the 
more flighted for our ſakes ? In reaſon one 
would think they ſhould be. the more ad- 
mired, when the World ſees by comparing 
of us together, what worthy men they are, 
and how few can cqual them, Becauſe, there 
may be a DNunce or two in 7rizity Colledge, 


ſhall therefore the weftminfter Scholars be 


ſtopt their Degrees as if they. were all ſo 
If fach a thing ſhould happen, ic were the 
iniquity of the Poſer, and not want of Scho. 
| larſhip 


— 
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(10) 
larſhip in the Lad, that does bim the injary, 
So that ſtill if foe men are ſlighted for the 
ImperfeRions of others, the 'evil- temper of 
the contemners takes the occaſion, where the 
perſon contemned gives none. But, Sir, the 
truch is, there is ſomewhat elfe in the Clergy 
beſides Ignorance and Poverty, that expoſes 
them ro Contempt, which becanſe you are 
ſoeivilas not to mention, I will paſs over in 
ſilence too, and not betray the infirmities of 
my Brethren, | 

' "We may yet ſuppoſe the caſe better : 
There is a preat number of 'Clergy-men, 
who together with their Learning and E- 
ſtates, are more conſiderable for ſomewhat 
elſe, better than Botli them, as being men of 
creat Integrity,” ind of very good lives; and 
how goes the World with them? Tf it appear 
that'they are alſo Undervyalued, it muſt re- 
m2jnevident; that there are other occafiots 
of this Conrempr, than what the Clergy give, 
ard they are fuch as are out of their reach 
to remoye. It is not beyond the memory 
of man, what deplorable ſufferings the 
Clergy of England hath laboured under. 
You have 'rezd (I am to preſume ) Bop 
Hall's hard meaſnre , and know with what 
rudeneſs and infolencies, the patience of his 


co-temporary Prelates w2s tryed, When | 


yon conſider how the Pook of the incom- 
parable 


(11) 


parable Ch:l;n7worth, was in a zealous con- 
tempt to his perſon, thrown into his Grave 
and buried with him, (which I confeſs 1 
have- only by Tradition; } when y-0 read 
the raillery of one - of the Defenders of 
Smettymnnus againſt Biſhop Hall, and a- 
bove all, the famous adventure ot Lephron, 
in His $i9#'s Plea a7ainſt the Prelacy. and 
many'the like unworthy things; and adde 
to all chis, with what eontempr and ſcorn an 
Epiſcopal 'man, ( a Gog- Almighty-man , ts 
[ have heard ſome of them in derifioncalled ) 
was aſtjoſthooted at in the'Streets , you will 
confeſs, that there have” been Clergy-men 


, moſt *exceſiently accompliſhed every way, 


who have yer been undervalued as the dirc 


of the Streets, though no'defe& on their part, * 


pave any occafjon tor that Contempe, And 
{ti!l it continues, ard (o is ike to do, not- 
with 5k mp any remedy that your Letter 
dire&#t#; to be the caſe of many men bo-h 


| wiſe and honeſt, and' if not tich, yer not 
| poor neither, who happen amongſt vamn- 
; nerly and rude people, 'with whom though 


they take never ſo much pajns, and wait for 
the g60d'effeFt of ir with a preit deal of 
patience, 'yer are Clowniſhly dealt with, and 


| not ſo much reſpeted as a Greyhound or 


Spaniel, that their Neighbour-Farme? ke-ps 
for bis Landlord. | 


K* aw 
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Nay, Sir, I will venture farther a little to 
make it appear, that 7gnora#ce and Poverty 
are not the only grounds of Contempt, for 
ſome Clergy-men are as much lighted for 
their great Zear»ing , as we of the worſer 
ſort are for our as great /g»orance, Country 
people have ſuch ſtrange conceptions of Learn» 
ing, that it is not much below a Proverb with 
many of them, that the greateſt Scholars are 
commonly the worſt Preachers And it often 
comes to paſs, that if an Univerſity man out 
of kindneſs and condeſcention to a Country 
Parſon , gives him a Viſit and a Sermon, 
though it be not his humour to thunder out 
much, Latin and Greek., though he do nor 


ſoar up towards the Third Heavens for ſub- 


lime Notions, nor diſturb their ears with 
great and ſwelling words, yet if he preach 
but an Univerſity-Sermon, which (as it is 


to be ſuppoſed they all are) is neat andele- 
gant, and handſomly compoſed, with gloſe | 


connexion of ſence, and weight and ſtrength 


of reaſon, ſuch as requires a Scholar to make | 
a judgement of it, ſome of the common peo» | 


ple may admire him, and ſay, A great Scholar 
He warrant him , but there is a ſort of people 


who are not much capable of cloſe reaſonings, : 
will flight ſuch a Sermon, and they who' | 


will do us the credit to write after us, with a 
great deal of buſtle and eapgeraeſs, will put 
up 
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up their rackling, and think the ſtrange Mini- 
ſter is much beholden to them, if they can 
forbear ſleeping under ſuch a dry Sermon, 
Sir, Things are not judged of alwayes as they 
are; the tempers and humours of men are 
very divers one from another, and as many 
on the one hand are pittifully thought of for 
their want of Learning, ſo ſometimes Learn- 
wg it ſelf is in diſgrace, The World is well 
and comfortably amended fince Grece »ofſe 
ſaſpefium erat , Hebraice prope hereticum : 
Bur there are particuiar men haye as litcle 
kindneſs for Learning now, as the greateſt 
part of men had in the dayes of old : And we 
can be even with the Univerſity men when 
they come into the Country, for all the 
abuſes their Prevaricators put upon us at 
Commencements ; ſome of our Pariſh ſhall 
bave as dry bobs for them, and Learning ic 
ſelf ſhall bear part of the burden together 


guilty, yet neither of them are quite free from 
being an occaſion of the Contempt of the 


[ have not yet, Sir, waded very deep, nor 
enquired into the more remote and hidden 


| cauſes of this Contempt, If you pleaſe to 
wha; | 


ler che ſearch be continued yet a little farther, 
it will be found that whether Jgncrance and 
Poverty be in the cafe or no, there are thoſe 
who 


(14) 
who do deſignedly deſpiſe us, and as they 
have ordered the matter, it is for their Inter- 
e!t ſo to do, | 

And firit, the-Charch of Rome hath ſome- 
what to anſwer for in this caſe. - They have 
Emiſſaries herein England, who: firſt craf- 
tily, and ina diſfguife beſpatter us, and then 
perſwade the people ro hiſs at us. So ſome 
men who are wiſer then your ordinary. ſhal- 
low Countrey Parſons, ſuppoſe that the new 
Lights.of the Q#4:kers came firſt out of the 
dark Lanthorns of the Papiſts Thte Church 
of England reſuming her juſt Rights and 


- Antienc /riviledges , and returning” to her 


priſtine- ſtzte of Independeney upon the 
Church of - lieme , | hath continued in: great 
glory, (excepting one Ecliple) for more then 
this: hundred years. - The defence upon all 
this Glory, next to the goodneſs of God, 
and the ſucceſſive vigilance of our Soveraipn 
Defenders of the taith, and the renewed 
care of our Renowned . Parltaments, hath 
been the Learned Clergy of En7land, befides 
what Foreign Divines have done, the Wri- 
cings of Jewell, whitaht#r , Reynolds, Lawd, 
Uſher, Morton, Hall, Prideaux, and Chil- 
lingworth, and many orhers; ſomerdead, and 
ſomeliill alive, (whom our litcle holegover the 
Oven wili not half hold )*have nobly fortified 
us againit all the Roway Batteries ; Wheres 

| fore 
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fore they have tried if by fioking a Mine 
chey could blow us up, if they could blaſt che 
Credic and Reputation of the Clergy , and 


. thereby get ſome advantages agaihſt our 


Church, For which purpgſe they have .cn- 
deavoured to invalidate-0un,Orders. They 


would perſwade that fince the | times: of. 


D ueen Mary, we have had:no Repguler Or. 
dination ; the firſt Biſhops of -,Pucen Eliza: 
beth not beipg rightly -Ordain*d nor Conſe- 
crated, bad; no Power to ganfer that! upon: 
Others, which they bad; noe themſelves. If 
this delign had-profper'd, they had done their | 
buſineſs : The: very foundftions of our Ho- 


nour, and Reputation, and-Reyerence; had: 


been ruined, if our Clergyſhip had--been de- 
ſtrayed ; but this Mine was diſcovered -and- 
made uſeleſs, as by others, ſo eſpecially by 

the Labours of the Induſtrious Maſav, Then) 
they, tried to weaken the Repute of our 

Learning ,. and many odde tales, they tell, 

what pittiful Univetſicies, and what an igno- 
rant Clergy (if we will focal chem )' we 
have in compariſon of theirs. ' But it _is' a 
fooliſh: thing to laugh at an; Enemy before 
we know the ſtrength-of his Weapon, orthe 


4 | Skill of his hand. Our-xedoubeed Knights 
} have vanquiſhed the Giants, Ogr Champi-.. 


ons bave merthemin open field .andencoun- 
tred them by honeſt-force ; and by plain 
ys 4 ſtrength 
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ſtrength overcome, and beat them into their 
lurking holes. But then follows the knack 
of knacks, They dreſs themſelves in their 
Retirinþ-rooms after divers faſhions; and 
from one cornet cornes out- a Shayen. pate-c0- 
vered with a Periwig: He walks the ſtreets 
all che City over, and diſcortrſes of his Tra- 
vels, and greatly pitties the Clergy of EZ ng- 
land, thac they fall ſhort of the Honour, 
which the Prieſts beyond the Seas meet with. 
Then he infinuates as far as he dare truſt his 
Company , that for divers reaſons it cannot 
be expeRed, thatany of us, thouph never ſo 
deſerving men, ſhould be reverenced fo 
much as they in./:aly are; and lily takes all 
occaſions to magnifie the Splendour, ahd ad- 
vance the Repucation of the Church of Rome, 
that he may thereby at laſt bring us into 
Contempt. 

From another apartment of the Den, 
ſpring me out half a ſcore Saints, that have 
renounced the Pomps and Vanities of the 
World, ſuch as are Hatbands and Ribbonds, 
and Lace, &c. And no body would think 
they would be Panders to the zyhore of Ba- 
bylon, they look ſo honeſtly, They ſprinkle 
a little (the berter to deceive) their B55[ins- 
gate Rhetorick, with ſome Prophecies againſt 


Amichrif, and 14dolatry, and Popery, But | 


down go the rotten- Miniſters of E»gland, 
root 
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root and branch, They kill and lay all 
Baals Prieſts, Neither our black Coats, not 
our white Surplices find any favour with 
them, *© We are all Hirelings , that preach 
* for gain, dumb Dogs, unleſs Tythes open 
** our mouths, The light that enlightexs every 
** man that comes into the world , hath for- 
* ſaken us; for if we had the Spirit, we 
* ſhould preach by the Spitit , and not by 
* words written with Paper and Ink, which 
*<are all but a dead letter, Wherefore be- 
* cauſe thus we deceive the people, they 
<* muſt come out from among us, that they 
* may not be pariakers of -our plapues.' 


{, Thus they talk, and theſe plagues would 


without doubt ſoon come upon us, if God 
would give them that power over us, which 
he gave their Father over fob. 

All chis while, the crafty -Jeſuite who hath 
ſet theſe men on work , ſtands behind the 
Curtain to obſerve the iſſue; and if by any 
means he can divide and weaken us, or by any 


| Inſtruments throw dirt in the-face of the 
| Clergy, he claps his hands, and rejoyces and 


ſrys, Hoc facit pro nobxs : We ſhall never 
gain upon Exglazd, till the Clergy by ſome 
means or other grow deſpiſed. 

Sometimes they perſwade a zealous Mi- 
niſter, who hath no more Learning then 
will do him'good, to undertake a diſpute 
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with a ſubtle Prieſt, who perchance by ſome 
quirk or other baffles and non pluſfles him, 
and then preſently this reflets to the diſho- 
nour of the whole Clergy ; as it we had no 
more able Diſputants.thea they pick out 
from among us. I enquire after no more of 
their Devices, though more they have , by 
any of which if they bring us into diſeſteem, 
they ſerve their own ends, and hope to gain 
the more Proſelytes to their party, And it 
might, Sir, have entred into' your imaginati- 
on, conſidering how ſedulous they are , by 
all Artifices to promote their own ends, char 
we are not onely acceſſory to our own ſhame. 
Beſides our Jgnorancee and Poverty, we have 
Adverfaries who make it their buſineſle to 
leflen our Value, and to obſtruRt our Ser- 
viceablenels. | | | 

"You know, Sir, who they are that think 
Barthelomew-Day deſerves to be kept as a 
Falting-day; and theſe alſo bave an Intereſt 
to drive on, by our diſcredit , though ic be 
ſuch as is lictle worchy of the Profeflion they 
make, of a. feverer Sanity, and a ſtriter 
Conſcientiouſneſs , then they will allow us 
to excel in, How happy do they think it 
would be for Exgland, if they could per- 
{wade the Parliament, that there is need of 
them ; that the Work of the Miniſtery can- 
not be carried on as it ought to be, unleſs 


they 
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they be again taken into Employrnent. 
There 1s no great probability, that theſe Gen- 
tlemen will believe all this, cill they come to 
be more diſpoſed to favour Conventicles, or 
ro go to them to bear what is there fecreriy 
whiſper'd co this purpoſe. Bur that part of 
the people who have charmed their ears to 
their tongues, and can hear them mutter in a 
corner, when they do not like the man in the 
Surplice at Church, will believe that ſuch and 
ſuch things are true ; beeanſe ſuch a Good 
man at fuch a Friends houfe the other day 
ſaid ſo. And what do they fay > © Oh the 
** Conformable Miniſters, che Superſtitions 
© Time-ferving Miniſters that now are , will 
* never do half ſo much good by their 
** Preaching, as was done a dozen or twenty 
* years ago, There is nothing ſuch Heart- 
** affeting Preaching now, nothing ſo much 
** powerful Prayer. now, as hath beeh in for- 
** mer times, There are riot ſo many Con- 


 *yverted now; the Power of Godlineſffe is 


* almoſt gone our of the Land, The Ark is 
** a going; Oh who will pray for the ſtay- 
"*ing, Or rather for the returning of the 
* Ark! Oh who will ſet to a helping hand 
*© by their Prayers, that the faithful Miniſters 
'* may bereſtor'd apain 

Sir, I donot make my ſelf merry, in fari- 
cying that 1 do apiſhly imitate this kind of 


men. [t grieves my ſojil ro think that they 
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ſhould thus labour to ingratiate themſelyes. 
into the AﬀeRions of the Yulgar, to the diſ- 
couragement of us in our Work, But either 
they who follow and admire them do them 
wrong,or elſe they do atthis rate ſtriyeto raiſe 
their own Credit upon the ruine of ours. 
I do not accuſe them all. There is a good 
number of them who give us all fair reſpeR, 
and comply with us a good way , pand we 
thank them for it. But there are alſo ſome 
who are a little peeviſh, and do not onely 
ſtrive to leſſen our Value, but to hinder us 
alſo in our being ſerviceable among our peo- 
ple; both which you lay to the charge of our 
Ignorance and Poverty, as if they werealone 
guilty... 1 think, Sir, whatever our Poverty 
may, yet our Ignorance is never the greater 
for all this. But where our Credit is con- 
cernd, it is not what we are, but what we 
are repreſented , and belieyed to be, that 
either greatens or leſſens it, And ſolong as 
ſuch diſſatisfaRions remain ,and ſome men hold 
up their party firmto them, by dealing thus 
boldly with us, when you are pleas'd to enquire 
after every thing that leſſens our Value, and 
hinders our Serviceableneſs ; this might have 
been takenin , or if you had not car'd to 
mention it, you would have {aid enough, if 
our ignorance and” Poverty had been onely 
ſome, or the main of thoſe things that leſſen 
our Value, and not che onely things, 
There 
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There is yet another ſort of men who do 
us great diſſervice, They are your Blades, 
the fouly vicious and notoriouſly debauch'd 
perſons, the Gallants that can damn and £con- 
found us in their Curſes with as preat plea- 
ſure, as we do with ſadneſs admoniſh them 
of their danger, according as the Holy 
Scriptures give us Authority, Some there 
are, who reſolving never to be better by 
any good Inſtructions, think it their Intereſt 
toſlight us, becauſe by leſſening our Value, 
they may leſſen our Serviceableneſs. too. 
The meaner thoughts they have of us , the 
more contentedly they may excuſe themſelves 
in not praiſing our DoQtrine, It is not al- 
ways 1gnorance Or Poverty of the Preacher, 
it is ſometimes the pickedne(s of the Hearer 
that adminiſters the Occafion of this Cor 
tempt. When men refolye to walk on in the 
Counſel of the Ungedly , it facilitates their 
courſe to ſit down ſometimes in the Seat of 
the Scornſul, If it may happen once in a 
Moneth, that the Preacher may make uſe of 
ſome Ungentile and not very Scholarlike 
Phraſe or Compariſon , that ſhall be re- 
membred and laught at ſo long, till all that 
was ſerious and grave is ſlid away, 'withont 
making any impreſſion, And 1 do much 
fear, that from hence proceeds a great deal 
of that ſcorn that is caſt upon us. Your 
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' Heiftors Rampant are too courapions to be 


trightedby every paling Parſon, And [ per- 
ſwade my ſelf, that it our bleſſed Saviour 


himſelf, ſhould come again into the World, 


in the ſame manneras he did before, though 
he ſhould again ſpeak as never man ſpake, yer 
there would be found thoſe who would de- 
ride and ſer him ac naught now, as much as 
they did of old. Wickednelſs is bold enough, 
but yetitis witty too : becauſe it is a preat 
Kep to uncontrolable debauchery, ro have an 
Opinion, that the Preachers who recommend 
a holy life, are contemptible perſons, there- 
fore by this method, do men pawn themſelyes 
to the Devil, 7iz. by being Deviliſhly diſ- 
poſed to affront any thing that is better than 
themſelves, Wherefore again ſomewhat elſe 
is ſometimes the occaſion of the Contempt of 
the Clergy, and not only our Jynorance and 
Poverty. 

Sir, I could have let all this paſs, but that 
it feems to me, you have by thus ſtating the 
caſe done us a preat unkindneſs, if not ſome 
wrong, You ſuppoſe we are contemn'd, it is 
roo true : You concern your ſelf to enquire 
into the occaſions of it, as if you were will- 
ing to remedy it, but I doubt fo prepoſte- 
rouſly, that if ſome body do not ſeek to leſſen 
the value of your Letter, that will ſo far as it 
is belicy'd fill more leſſen our value, Me- 

thinks 


— 
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thinks I can without inſpiration prophecy 
what greetings we mutft look for, from ſome 
of thoſe who do ſo joltily contemn us, if we 
happen to meet them with your'Letter in 
their hands. ©* Look you here Parſon, have 
* you ſeen this Book ? Here is a very learned 
* Gentleman that loves'you well, and is ſorry 
* to ſee you ſo much deſpiſed; but ( then it 
*is a great hazzard if he do not Rammer out 
*2an Oath) it is all your own fault, he hath 
* made it as plain as the Sun, that your own 
* circumſtances expoſe you to Contempt, 
** He can find nothing to blame us for, what- 
* ever leſſens your value is in your ſelves; 
* You are a preat rmany of you a company of 
* dull ignorant Blockheads, and poor mean 
<« incon{iderable fellows : You think much 
* that you are not courted and reverenc'd, 
«* you may ſoon haye as much as you deſerve : 
* If therefore you are lighted, fink in your 
* ſorrows, pitty your whe, and do not 
* blame us. 

If any ſuch thing bappen , I believe _ 
love us ſo well, that you will wiſh you had 
refleted a little npon others. Iam confident 
you do not excuſe thoſe who may thus abuſe 
us, I would you had not faid whatever leſſens 
our value is our 7gx#orance or Poverty, It it 
be our misfortune in which we can'c help 
our ſelyes, yet we- would have thank'd 
B 4 jou, 
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you, if you would have chaſtis'd the people 
a little, eſpecially for their inſolency in con- 
temning thoſe who are neither 7g#ora»t nor 
Poor. 

Having thus far, Sir, given you your ſay- 
ing, it 1s now time £0 enquire, | 

Secondly, Whether the Clergy of England 
be ſo Ignorant as you ſuppoſe, Ignorance is 
bold and aſſuming, and they who are given 
to it, do no where more betray it, than in 
their confident pretences to wit and learning, 
So peradyenture while I am excufing my Bre- 
thren, I may do them no other good bur this, 
iz. adde to their company, by proving my 
ſelf one of their number, Burt becauſe my 
hand is in, I will do my weak endeavour 
( but alwayes with ſubmiſſion to yaur better 
ſadgemert) to make it appear, that the 
preſent Clergy of Znglan4 is not ſo Ignorant 
as you ſuggeſt, at leaſt not ſo groſly ſimple 
as thereby to become ridiculouſly contempti- 
ble, or to be rendred uncapable of doing 
ſervice, You acknowledge there are ſome 
Learned men among us, but do not think it 
reaſonable that the Learning of a few, ſhould 
expiate for the Follies of the reſt, or make 
ſuch full ſatisfaRion, as that the whole num- 
ber ſhou!d be reputed Learned. Good Sir, 
allow me the ſame favour, :n41 I freely 
grant, Amcng the miny 1cqo Clergy-men 
that 
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that are in. England, divers may be dull and 
heavy, but why ſhould this reflet more upon 
the whole body of the Clergy to their dif- 
honour, than the Learning of ſome does ro 
their honour. That which is to be confi- 
dered, is what the generality of us appear ro 
be ; ſoT hope to offer ſomewhat co your con- 
ſideration, that may deliver the preſent 
Clergy of England in the whole, take them 
one with another, from being accounted de- 
ſpicably Ignoranc. 

And firſt, Sir, it is manifeſt that the Eng- 
1;5 Glergy is much improv'd in Learning 
fince the beginning of Pwueen Elizabeths 
Reign, The time was within lefs ch:n theſe 
120 years, when Oxford her ſelf was fo ill 
provided of men fit co Preach, that the High- 
Sheriff of the County being as the times then 
werea Learned man came up into St, ,1 aries 
Palpir, and in charity to thoſe who wanted 
good Preaching, gave them a Sermon, where- 
of this is the moſt excellent beginning Arri- 
ving at the Mount of $t Maries, in the ft,ny 
Stage where I now ſtand, I have brought you 
ſome fine Bickets, baked in the Oven of Cha- 
rity, aud carefully conſerv'd for the Chickens 
of the Church, the Sparroves of the Spirit, and 
the ſweet Swallows of Salvation. Vit think 
you, Sir, haye you ever a Story in all your 
Letter more ridiculous than this wou'd he, 


tt +» 


(26) 
if it were a Story but of twoor three years 
old ? No ſurely, the meaneſt of our Clergy 
can out-do tome that were of greateſt repute 
in thoſe blinder times, The way of Preach. 
ing was quite another thing in thoſe dayes, 
than it is now. There was Learning in chat 
age, bur it run another way, Their manner 
of Preaching was much meaner, And I ſup- 
poſe the Ignorance which you bewail in us 
now, is that which we diſcover in our man« 
ner of Preaching ; for as to other things, 
I do not obſerve that you reckon us preater 
Fools than our Neighbours : But we want 
Learning for the purpoſe for which we take 
H. Orders; we do not Preach ſo as may pro. 
bably obtain the end of Preaching, which is 
without doubt the welfare of the Souls of 
thoſe that hear us. Thus you think. Bur 
what then will you ſay to the Rate of the 
Church as it was in Edward 6. and 2 xcen 
Elizabeths dayes? (forT will not go fo far 
back as to bewail the ſtate of Religion in 
former times, when the Prieſts did not ſo 
well underſtand Latin as to be able to pro- 
nounce their Creed righr, but when they had 
hobled over from Creezam ſanm patrem 
onitextem anicam, tO the end of the Creed, 
inflead of vitam aternam Amen, they con- 
clude with bitam & turnum agen, ) Among 
the Preachers of Zdward 6th's dayes, few 
were 
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were more famous than Bifbop Latimer , a 
righe honelt man indeed, and a learned man 
ro00 ; bur how would you be tickl'd if you 
ſhould hear ſuch things from any of us, as 
you may find in his Sermons The odde 
Stories he brings in any how, the continual 
wandring from his Text to tell them what 
he had a mind to fay, the 7ybarn Tippers, 
and the Hangum tuums, and the arawing of 
men round about the Town with a Pmadins ; 
his playing at Cards in his Sermon, and ma- 
king Hearts Tramps; and what great things 
bis Father did in a Farm of 3 or 4 /. per ans. 
and a hundred ſuch kind of things, which 
would not be thought at all grave now a- 
dayes, Let our Sermons be compar'd to 
his, and ler it be conſider'd that he was a 
Preacher to the Court, and one of the prin. 
cipal of them, and then if you ſeldom hear 
of any thing ſo homely in a Countrey Villace, 
as that which was then very acceptable in a 
Princes Court, yield a little to the improve- 
ment that is made of Preaching in theſe times, 


Though now and then a few unhandſome 


paſſages drop from ſome men, without ſtudy 
and due confideration, yet Preachers in 
groſs are worthy of ſome regard now adayes, 
becauſe the Sermons that were of old, though 
more exceptionable than ours now , ſeund 
good entertainment when they happen'd in 
al 
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3n age of little Preaching. Sir, I diſparage 
not the good Old man, who had Learning 
enough in Diſputation to maintain the Pro- 
teſtanc Cauſe, and had Chriſtian conſtancy 
enough to dye a Martyr in defence of it. 
I believe he might do much good by hisman- 
ner of Preaching, becauſe eyen when be run 
away from his Text, he went to meet his 
Hearers; nor do I wonder that he ſhould 
then be acceptable. That which I conſider 
him for is, a lictle to vindicate the way of 
Preaching that now obtains, as leſs lyable to 
be deſpiſed than his was; and therefore 
though many of us are very Ignorant in com- 
pariſon of our learned Brethren in City and 
Uniyerſity, yet methinks our Ignorang 
ſhould not make our Perſons ſo deſpicable, 
ſa long as our Preaching is ſomewhat refined 
beyond what it was an hundred years ago, /or 
thereabouts, 

Yea, Sir, we have this comfort farth 
that bowever you reckon us Ignorant an 
pittiful Fellows, yet the Reverend Fathers of, 
the Church have a better opinion of che pre- 
ſent Clergy over whom they exerciſe a Juriſ- 
dition. The Canons and Articles of our 
Church, which were eſtabliſhed in ſome of 
the firſt Convocations after 2 een Elizabeth 
began her Reign , ſuppoſe that there were 
in thoſe dayes divers Unpreaching —_ 
wig 
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who were not thought of Abilities ſaffctent 


to be permitted to open the Scriptures , but 
were therefore direRcd to the Reading of 


' thoſe Homilies which were compiled for the 


ſupply of chis defect. I deny nor but many 
of us may ſometimes preach Serm ons raw 
and .undigefted, and like to be to leſs pur- 
poſe, thanif we read an H«mily, if our peo- 
ple would. bear it. But methinks we may a 
lictle think well of our ſelves, and look apon 
our ſelyes as got into a higher form than ma- 
ny Divines of thoſe times; becauſe no late 
Convocation hath declar'd ſo mean an Opi- 
nion of our preſent Clergy, as tOrefuſe them 


- Authority to preach, or to enjoyn them 'one- 


ly toread Homilies. 

Sir, I take you to be a wiſer man, than to 
have a very Superlative Opinion of your 
own Wiſdom. You will give me leave to be- 
lieve,that my Lordsthe Eiops,who have better 
adyantages to know then private men , and 
arealſo more concern'd to know the Quali- 
ties of thoſe whom they Ordain, and Li- 
cenſe and Conſtitnte, do better underſtand 
what kind of Clergy does now Officiate 'in 
the Church of England, then private per- 


| ſons. Youwillalſo excuſe me, if 1 =m_ 


from their manner of governing the Church, 
that they do not judge the Clergy fo fouly 
and contemptibly Ignorant, as thereby ro 

be 
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be made little, if at all ſerviceable in the 
places where chey are. Yea, and che Opini- 
on that Foreign Divines have of the Exg1lih 
Clergy, is.nor to be deſpifed, The Wricngs 
of our PraQical Divines (many of which are 


very little more Elaborate then when they 


were frſt preached ) are in (o great eſteem 
beyond the Seas, that it hath been much a 
Practice for Germans and Tranſylvanians, 
who intend to preach when they return 
back , to come into Expland, and learn e* 
nough of our Language for their purpoſe, 
which is to tranſlate ſome of our Authours 
into their own Tongue, and when they pet 
home, icis bard co ſay, whether they recken 
to do more Honour to our Countrey, or 
more Service to their own, And I know 
where a Foreigner of good Note and Learn- 
ing- ( Spanhemius ) acknowledeges to the 
everlaſting Credir of our Nation , that ſuch 
Books are Tranſlated into other Languages ; 
and that PraQical Divinity is in — 
culiar to. England, It may be you will tell 
me, that it there bz any Credit in all this, 
it concerns but 2 few, and a great number of 
the inferiour Clergy may yet be lamentably 
Ignorant. Ic may be fo: but when others 
abroad are pleaſed upon a general Contem- 
plation of the manner which we E216 
fake in Preaching, to honour us much, and 
9 
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to pive us the preheminence- above the 
Preachers of other Countreys, it had not 
been uncivil in one among our ſelves, who 
alſo may live to be a Countrey Parſon him- 
ſelf one day, to have ſpoken, a little more 
favourably for our Reputation, 

There is yet, Sir, one Argument more, 
from whence may be at, {eaſt probably in- 
ferr'd, that we are not ſo ſtupidly Ignorant 
as you preſume, ( 5. e, } the preat progreſs 
that the men of this age haye made in other 
kinds of Learning. What brave things 
have been done in Chymiſtry, Anatomy, the 
Mathematicks, Aſtronomy, and all other 
| Eciences, even ſuch as deſcend to the great 
perfetion of Trade, where Learning hath 
oreat influence,thouph Tradeſmen may not be 
aware of it. The Firtaoſs bave given ma- 
ny degrees of Ennoblement to Learning : 
And if you knew the Gentleman , and will 
Siveany Credit to him, who gives an Ac- 
count of the new Set of Latitude-men in a 
Letter to bis Friend G, B, who I believe may 
be a kin ro your Friend F, Z. both feign'd 
Parſons ; be will tell you, that the yyorld 5x 
grown to an infinite deſire of knowleage , and 
| therefore propheſies the progreſs. of the 
' New-Philoſophy. Yea, you your ſelf are 
pleaſed to ſay, me are now in a age of great 
Philoſephers, and men of Reaſon, and of preat 


quick- 
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guickneſs and fancy, p. 36. Now, Sir, is 1t 
not a trange thing, that they who have di- 
veried to other Studies, ſhould for a great 
part prove excellent in their kind, able Law- 
yers, experc Phylicians, yea,.and ingenious 
Poets too ; yet onely they who ſettle to Di- 
vinity, ſhould for the moſt pare be dry and 
dull, and good for little, I dare fay , that 
when Sophiſters take their firſt Degrees, 
there is no fuch viſible difference among 
them , as that they who probably will take 
ro other Employments, are ingenious and 
g20d Scaolars; but they who are determin'd 
ro Divinity, are Dances, and ſuch as have 
a great fayour done them, that they are not 
ſtopr. 

Sir,- by ſuch [mapinations as theſe, a mar 
who hath lictle convers'd wich the Clergy of 
the Countrey, might judge that they muſt 
needs keep pace with Learned men of other 
Faculties, And I was willing co ſay what 
by 4 few thoughts upon this matcer came to 
my mind, -ro recover if it might be, ſome 
rolerable opinton in the World concerning 
us, And I will be bo!d in good earneſt to 
hope, thic the number of ghoſe who are 
ſhamefully Ignorant is not ſo great,” as that 
jr may reaſonably refle& to the diſparage- 
ment of the whole Clergy. Yet after all I 


muſt acknowledge, that 1 do not folittle un- 
derſtand 
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derſtand how things go , (chough I neyer 
underſtood much ) as not to believe that 
there are many, too many, of weak Parts 
and ſmall Improvements, who have made a 
ſbifc roclimbinto che Pulpic, when any Seat 
in the Church would better become them, 
We do ſo much betray our want of Learn- 
ing, both publickly, and inour private Con- 
verſes, that there is no arguing againſt Ex- 
periznce., But this you know at leaſt well 
enouph , and therefore, as alſo becauſe I 
would fain baye ſo much of a Wiſe man in 
me, as hot to labour to prove my felt (among 
the reſt of my Brethren) a Fool, 1 need nor 
take any pains toirform you of it, I go on 
therefore to examine the Cauſes and Occafi- 
ons, and to enquire, | 
Thirdly, Whether the Ignorance of the 
Clergy do proceed from thoſe Cauſes whence 
you. imagine ? Or whether inſtead of them, 
at leaſt in addition to them, there are not 0» 
ther things worthy to be had in conſiderati- 
on; which if they do not deliver us from 
the impatation of |gnorance, yet they cxte- 
nuate the fault, and render us much ratber 
Objets of Pity than Contempt > The 
School-damesare much engag'd to you, that 
you would not begin with chem, for a Gen- 
tleman of yeur Wit could. eaſily have made 
it out, as well as you have done many other 


t hings, 
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things , that the pretty m-lodious Tones, 
wherewich we recreate as wel! a+ *® &t our 
Hearers out of the Pulpir, have their G:igi- 
nal from tlie manner of our leaning our 
A. B.C. But it not being fit you ſhould 
deſcend to ſo ignoble a quarrel, the firſt that 
fee! your laſh are, the School-maſters, a 
ſor: of men who are'+ble to revenge them- 
ſelves upon you, and I will notundertake for 
ſoine of the Weftmiyfer boyes, what might 
come in their minds theſe laſt Holy-dayes. 
The perſecution of a Poem is no light Af. 
flition; they are notable Lads at Squibs 
and Crackers; and you know there isa keen 
ſort of Verſe, 
which Baadger-like bites till its teeth ds meet. 
Ingenious Cowley could have done ſuch” a 
feat hefore he wer.” to the Uoiverſity, You 
do therefore very wiſely to remove weſt- 
minfter and Sr. Parls our of the way of 
your indignation , thar you may with lefſe 
datiger fall upon Countrey-Schools, Where 
truly, Sir, T have reaſon to yield fomemghat 
to you, but not all. Among the many wor- 
thy'Schoolmaſters thatarein Eng/and, who 
make it as much their Recreaiion as rhicir Bu- 
ſine(s, to inſtru& Children, (and no min elſe 
is fic to be a Schooſmaſter, but they who 
rake 'a pleaſure in WA is alſo a company 
of ſorry ſouls, fitter tÞ whiſtle ro a Team oz 
| | Horles : 
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Horſes, that to teach boyes, the greateſt 
part of whoſe care, isto be ſecure. that their 
Scholars do- not poſe them in ncxt Leſſon ; 
and therefore they have the wit co "udy it 
themlelves firſt, As once.one of thera cold 
me, when I ak d him how he managd his 
buſineſs: Oh ( ſayes he ) well enough, 7 
know where they are to ſay next, aud 1 ſtudy 
enough over x3ght to teach my boyes the next 
day. Ithink theſe may a little deſerve your 
Contempt, as well as the Clergy; . but while 
you let flye at theſe, you do alſo declare 
your difſatisfationin the whole Art of or- 
dering Grammar-School, In which caſe I 
beg your pardon, if Lam not of your opini- 
on in all you ſay, eſpecially inthart conceit of 
yours, which . concerns the ſtudy of the 
Tongues at School, before Lads areadmitted 
at the Univerſity : For I enquire, Sir, either 
learning the Latine and Greek Language is 
neceſſary or not, if it be, ſome good proti- 
ciency is to be made in it at School, or it 
may be let alone till afterwards, That there 
is a neceſſity of having ſome competent Skill 
in theſe, you, Sir, of all men ſhould not de. 
ny, who do ſo much blame us Countrey Par- 
ſons for Ignorance, and want of Scholarſhip. 
Indeed you have acknowledg'd it ſo much, 
that [ cannot doubt of your ſenſe ; There as 


much raſan" to. value theſe Tongues before 


C42 of hers, 
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- becauſe the beſt of humane Lrarnhng bath been 
deliver'd to us in thoſe Languages : And fince 
you caredto fay no more, you had a preat 
deal of reaſon to make that acknowledge- 
ment in honour of that kind of Study. But 
then, Sir, I aſſume and proceed. If Tongnes 
are at any time to be ſtudied, why ſhould 
you find fault wich Schoolmaſters for tying 
their boyes pretty cloſe to it : You acknow- 
ledge (p. 4) the natural inclinations of boys 
to Eaſe and Idleneſs., Wherefore it muſt fol- 
low that they muſt be a little cask't if any 

d be done with them. But you would 
have them divert ſometimes to other Studies, 
and learn the Principles of Arithmetich and Ge- 
metry, &c, Very good, Sir, let them learn 
as much as they are capable of, But ſhall 
this be done with intermiting the Study of 
Latine and Greek, or not? If they have time 
ro do all, let them goon : If not, it ſeems 
to me, that other Studies may better be de- 
ferr'd , than the Study of the Tongues not 
brought to ſome tolerable perfeRion, befpre 
they leave going to School; and that for this 
reaſon : I believe you do not often find this 
obſeryation contradicted ; When boys come 
up tO Cambridge or Oxford raw inthe know- 
ledge of Greek and Latine, they ſeldom at- 
tain to any. Excellency afterwards, The 
School is the proper place for this kind of 
Study. 


"Non 
Study, When they come at the Colledge 
to Zogick and Philoſophy , and the ſtudy of 
things, they are ſo taken up with being in a 
new world, with Phraſes and Notions which 
they never heard of before, that they 
leave behind them Skill in Tongues, as a 
more jejune and barren kind of Employ- 
ment. The more we grow towards men, 
the more we underſtand, that zyords are in- 
yented onely to ſignifie Things; and while 
we are ſtudying the Nature of Things , we 
grudge the time that is ſpent, in hunting the 
Etymology of a word to its firſt Theam. 
The Underſtanding that is in man does in- 
deed early diſcover it ſelf, but Memory is 
the great. Store-houſe of Underſanding. 
And if the Memory be ſufficiently employed 
at School, it will lay a good foundation for 
the perfeting the Underſtanding after- 
wards, If you complain that it is a great 
dulling to a quick pated Lad, to have no. 
thing elſe to do, but to reduce the Gram- 
mar of his Leſſon to ſome Rule in his Syx- 
taxis; as if their Maſters employ'd them in 
nothing elſe, but canningly to ſearch ont the 
Antecedent and the Relative, &c, ( p. 10.) 
and did not by degrees inure or prepare 
them at leaſt ro the knowledge of things, 
under CorreQion, Sir, you are much miſta- 
3 ken, 
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ken: For the Po:try, and Hiſtory, and Ora- 
tory that is ſtudied at School, ( and ſuch 
things are read befides Fauna Linguarum ) 
area molt excellent manuduQion to a happy 
progrels in- Learning in elder years, For 
there is fomewhat elſe in theſe Books, than 
accounts of Achilles Toes and the Grecians 
Boots, There is together withthe fabulous 
part 0: Poetry a. gfeac deal of uſeful Learn. 
ins there £O be found, You may fancy that, 
thar little which is learnt in theſe things art 
School, is the reaſon why they are no more 
ſtudy'd afterwards; and another may with 
as much reaſon preſume , that Boyes being 
well initiated in theſe Books then , will ear- 


neſily covet to. perfect cheir knowledge in | 


thole chings which they began to receive an 
Impreſſion of under the fery/a, But then 
for the pleafure that may betaken 'in theſe 
Studies, T am loath to warratit much, as not 
knowing what eyery body findes, but if I 
may gueſs at others by my. ſelf,” then I am 
ſatisfied, that there is ſomewhat elfe befzde 
a Play-day , will make a School boy cry 
Gratias. . I remember (though 1 rook my 
Learning ſo hardly, that I have ever fince 
been fir for nothing, but to be one of the 
Ignorant ( lergy) that in many a Leſſon out 
of Florus, and Juweng!, and Tully, and 
| ſuch 
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ſuch kind of School-books , my Vaſter did 
more gratifie me by opening my Underſtand- 
ing, and preparing for Ereater degrees of 
knowledge, then ] ſhould have been pleas'd 
in playing all the week long, knowledge 
doth inſenfibly creep upon thoſe who are de- 
ſirous of it. And while Boyes are in the 
Study of Greek and Latine, it comes in their 
way , and offers it ſelf to choſe, who do 
not with fome violence refuſe to entertain 
it, Wherefore, Sir, do not think the time 
ill ſpent, that is taken up inthis kind of Stu- 
dy ; for according to my poor opinion , jf 
Schoolmaſters are any thing chargeable' for 
the Ignorance of the Elerpy, it is rather 
becauſe they ſend their Seholars to the Unt. 
verſity, before they can well make a Verſe 
or form a Greek, Verhb,, or axe in ſome pood 
meaſure $kill'd in the Tdioms of the Latipe 
and Greek Languages ; then becauſe they 
bind them Apprentices. to that which you 
count .a Slavery; the tireſome Repetitions of 
Amo's and TumTo's. ; 
If I would make the worſt Conſtrution 
of eyery thing, I might imagine by one 
thing you ſay, (p. 26. ) that thirteen or 
fourteen years of age is old enough, for a 
Boy to be dub'd a Freſbman inthe Univer- 
ſity ; bur it follows two pages after , that 
C2 ewenty 
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twenty three is the uſual age, after ſeven years 
being. at the Univerſity; and if you think 
that time enough for a man to Commence 
LAaſter of Arts, then 1 have nothing to 
quarrel in this caſe , but if you think this 
uſual age is at the lateſt, and that if School. 
maſters did their true intent to their Scho- 
lars, they might at thirteen or fourteen 
years be fit to remove : then, Sir, give me 
leave to ſuggeſt, that I doubt you lay as 
oreata foundation for an Ignorant Clergy, 
as any you deſire toremove, I find Doffor 
Hammond was admitted at thirteen, and 
being of very pregnant parts, did after riſe 
to ſumewhac a glorious degree of Learn- 
ing: and 1 think I know another very 
learned man admitted at that age. But for 
the main, Sir, ſhould Schoolmaſters turn off 
their Boyes ſo. ſoon, it being true what you 
ſuppoſe, that many 'of their Friends Purſes 
are t00 ſhort to maintain them long ar the 
Univerſity, I much fear that the Clergy 
would be leſs knowing then they are, if they 
ſhould þe entred ſo young into the more + 
abſtruſe parts of Learning, By thart little 
Obſervation I 'have made, I think it is 
erue, that Ceterss puribs, of two Lads ad- 
mitted in the ſame year, one of fourteen or 
fifteen , the other of ſixteen ' or ſeveateen 


years 
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years of age, the oldeſt does ſooner under- 
ſtand his butineſs, and in leſs time conquer 
the difficulties of Logick, than the younger ; 
and but that I know the Circumitances of 
all Boyes will not bear it, and the opportu- 
nities they have of adyantaging themſelyes 
by the favour of perſons of quality would 
be loſt , I am of opinion, it would be better 
for the Church , if none or but few (the 
ripeneſs of whoſe parts may deſerve it , be- 
cauſe of the extraordinarineſs of their pro- 
ficiency ) were admitted till about fixreen 
years of age into the Univerſity : Whither 
when they come you follow them. : 
And 1, Sir, follow you to conſider whe- 
ther the reaſon why the Clergy is fo igno- 
rant, be their being 1i!| manag'd ar the Uni- 
verſity. You ſeem to wiſh that they may be 
well examined before their Admiſſion , bur 1 
believe if you would concern your ſelf fo 
far, you could follicite and procure {I fay no 
more, becauſe [ think you underſtand what 
1 mean) that a Lad to fave his year, ſhould 
withour ſo much as going up to be examined 
by the Maſter 'or Fellows of the Colledge, 
be admitted upon the bare recommendation 
of as ignorant a Countrey Miniſter as my ſelf, 


* yea, though it were likely he would not come 


up to continue of a twelye moneth after, 
When 
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When they are there, two. things you 
think would contribute ſomewhat ro make 
us leſs Ignorant ; which, becaufe you. -ſhould 
not think me peeviſhly willing to contradict 
and cavil, and carp at every thing .you ſay, 
I. will not gain-ſay. Onely I leave thus 
much by way of Refleion upon them. One 
of them may be, but ir is doubtlul whether 
it would do any good : The other might do 
much good, bur ic is not at all probable that 
| it can beeffeted, If the Heads of the Uni- 
verſity ſo pleaſed, it might with great eaſe 
be brought co paſs, that Lads ſhould now 
and then exerciſe their Explif, as well as 


their Latine Tongue, - but italſo yery'proba- | 


bly may be found true, that ater this Exer- 
ciſe hath been Probationer a matter of a do- 
zen or twenty. years, by Experience it may 
appear, that it will ſignifie little to the hand- 
ſomer expreſſing our ſelves in. the pulpit, 
or not more then half a dozen Sermons 
preach'd in little Countrey Churches, (where 
young beginners commonly firſt venture) 
would do in the caſe. Þ 
For the other praQice .of quibling and 
zj0aking, it would be the great Intereſt of us 
Countrey Parſons and Vicars, if a Law were 


made againſtit, We ſhould not then be ſo | 


much afraid of what uſes to follow, O vos 
SAacer- 
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Saceydetes Ruſtics, in the Prevaricators 
ſpeech, And in earneſt I yield you, chat it 
turns the tempers of many men into froth 
and vanity, A witty man they ſay will ra- 
ther loſe his Friend than a Jeſt, It is well if 
ſometimes he do not loſe his diſcretion roo, 
if he do not lay afide his z/5/edom to ſhow 
his 7/;r, But when an bundred men have 
complain'd of this as well as you and I, there 
is like to be little cure for it, There is a 
wagpiſh knavery: in young Scholars , 'they 
are fo full of: a merry conceit, that they will 
be ready to burſt, if they þe not ſuffer'd, co 
give vent; and if the Exerciſe of the Fas» 


, culty be ſtopt in the Schools, yet the Faculty 


remains, and a Lad may ſooner be expell'd 
the Colledge , than this Habir expell'd out 
of him, It is an Evil of the nature of many 
others, it is well if it were not, but there 
is little hopes but it will till be, And yer, 
Sir, becauſe Wit is a thing out of the reach 
of ſuch an one as Iam, 1 will be bold to 
adde, thar as there is. much evil in it which 
I know , fo there may be fome good in it. 
which I know not, It doth not alwayes ne- 
ceſlarily ſoilow, that Rope- dancers. in the 
Schools prove Fackpuddings in the Pulpit ; 


' ſometimes they never come there, -their wit 


prefers them to more Gentile (as the world 
ac- 


(44) 


accounts them ) preferments, If they do, 
they behave themſelyes very gravely and ſe- 
riouſly there ; As I could inſtance in more 


Prevaricators and Tripxs*s than one, but you 


know them as well as I. 

That which follows in your Letter, is ra- 
ther a diſcovery of the effeRs, than the cauſes 
of our Jgnorance, when you conſider how 
we behave our ſelyes in the Pulpit. Where- 
fore if thoſe cauſes which you haye thoughe 
good co take notice of, give but an imperfet 
account of that into which you enquire; Ic 
may be worth my while to adde a Supplement 
to them. I will not trouble you by repre. 
ſenting how many of thoſe whoſe Ignorance 
you bewail, have not thoſe things you men- 
tion to blame for the cauſes of it. They were 
bred up in good Schools, and were well edu- 
cated ar the Univerſity, and were never guilry 
of making pretences tO wir, while they were 
Sophiſters, but were as far from being able 
ro quibble then, as you think them to he 

from ſpeaking good ſence now, It mighr 
therefore be added, that the dulneſs of ſome 
mens natural parts, together with che ſhort 
ſtay they make ar the Univerſity, ( which in 
eruch you have great reaſon to take notice of ) 
are great reaſons of our Ignorance : Yet be- 


yond all this, there is ſomewhat more to be 
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faidinthe caſe : for it is manifeſt, that divers 
of thoſe who are counted Ignorant in the 
Countrey, before they left the Colledge, were 
better thought of, and had the repute if not 
of excellent, yet of good Scholars. Where- 
fore under fayour Sir, I think there are three 
things, beyond what you have conſidered in 
this part of your Letter, which do much con- 
curr to the keeping of us low in Learning. 
Want of Books, want of time to make the 
beſt uſe of thoſe few we have, and want of 
converſe with Learned men. The two firſt 
are occaſion'd by our Poyerty, which you 
know is great ; the third by the places where 


' we live, which hinders us from that cor. 


reſpondence with Learned men, which in 
Univerſities and Cities does make ſome 
men Scholars, almoſt whether they will 
or no, . 

Firſt, Sir, what marvyel is it if our knows 
ledge be as ſhort as our means to know are ? 
what can we do without Books, unleſs learn- 
ing were infus'd and inſpir'd into us by a 
Miracle ? and how ſhoald we, whoſe Poyerty 
you either pitty or laugh at, come by any 
number of Books? 'The little time we bave 


 fpent at the Univerſity, was not fo idly 


thrown away, but we have heard of a great 


number of Books that are in the World, and 
ſometimes 


— 
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ſometimes out of curioſity ( if for no other 
reaſon ) we would ger a ſight of ſome ofthe 

blick Libraries. There are many Writers 
whom they call the Fathers of the Charch, 
and there are fome Books ( whatever they 
are ) that go by the name of Comncils. 
There are alſo Schoo/men and Commentators, 
and abundance of Writers Anticnt and Mo- 
dern, Foreigners and - our own Countrey- 
men; and if we can but get ſach a ſmatter- 
ing in theſe, as to be able to diſtinguiſh one 
ſort of Writers from another, and to talk a 
little of them when we come into the com- 
pany of thoſe who are more Learned than 
ourſelyes, we acquit our ſelves weil. ' For 
alas Sir, how ſhould we be ableco go much 
farther ? If we had theſe Books, it is not im- 
poſſible but we mipht underſtand them, and 
we ſhould be willing to read them. But poor 
we are not ableto buy. if once ina quarter 
of a year, we make a hard ſhifc to ſpare a 
ſhilling to buy ſuch an excellent Piece as 
your Letcer is, it is very fiir : . but this: riſes 
to little in ſeyen years, we may live a great 
while before we have a well-furniſhed Li- 
brary. 

Nor if we hd it, can we find any great 
time'to-make uſe of it, If we can turntoan 
Expoſitor or two { iſ. we haye them) to 
know 
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know the meaning of the Text, and be fare 
that we raiſe no DoQAtrines-but what do ( as 
we uſe to fay) naturally flow from the 
words, and can then find time to write down 


, what we intend to ſay, in giving the Reaſons 


of the Doctrine, and the ſeveral Uſes, that 
may be made of it; in the doing of all this, 
a great part of the Week will go away, and 
for the reſt we ſhall haye imployment enouph 
for it, in ſending about for our Tythe : for 
by that time, that after ten or a dozen Meſ- 
ſages we have got enough of that /ame, to 
g0 to Market with the next week, we reckon 
it a good weeks work, As for the reading 
of any thing elſe, than what may juſt ſerve 
to help ns make onr Sermons, that is much 
out of our way. Wedo pretty equally want 
money to buy Books, and want time to teat 
thoſe few we have : ſo that ſome who are 
diſpoſed to think charitably of us, will rather 
wonder that we have ſo much, than that we 
have ſo little Learning. Yea'l believe thete 
are few of thoſe who deſpife us for our Igno- 
rance, who ſuppoſing they had the fame in- 
cumbrances thar we have, would'go much be. 
fore us in knowledge, As ro xkill in Corr. 
croverſial learning . it 1s little lefs tha im- 
poſſible, we ſhould exce!! in it, We have 
heard talk of S:ciniani/m, and may under- 

ſtand 
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ſtand the meaning of it : But Socinian Au- 
thors are ſo dear, that Slichtingine, Crellizs, 
Volkelius, and two or three more, are of as 
great price as ſome of our whole Libraries. 
So Bellarmine's Controverſies, and others 
that concern the quarrel between us and the 
Church of Rome , and ſuch other Books 
which I have heard learned men talk of 
among themſelves, are of a great price. It 
is well that x ſmall German Syſtkeme or two, 
( Books which ſome ſort of men can as little 
contain themſelyes from having a fling ar, 
though they write but a Letter to a Friend, 
as the Non-copformiſt can forbear inyeigh- 
ing againſt Diotrephes ) and the Praflice of 
Piety, and ſome few other good Books are 
not very dear, for if they were, Clericus 
abſque libre would be our Motto. There are 
I know ſome of us in more happy circum- 
ſtances, who have Books to read, or money 
ro buy, and if their abundance does not, to 
be ſure their neceſſities do not hinder them 
from ſpending their time among goo#Books, 


If theſe men be not more Learned, than we | 
of the poorer ſort, upon themſelyes be their | 


faulc. ; 
Yet neither are theſe of our Brethren ro 


'be wondred at, if though they haye yo 
Libraries, their learning does not equal theirs | 
who | 
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who daily concerſe with living Librarie* 
Reading of Books will ſignifie lictle 
without dee meditation upon what we 
read , nor will both together avail much, 
unleſſe occaſion be ſometimes offer'd, 
by the company we meet with co im- 
prove and make uſe of what we have 
read, Again, by bare reading we muſt 
rely upon our own ſingle Underſtand- 
ing in the judgement we make of the 
Auchours we read : Whereas if we 
cculd diſcourſe, we ſhould obſerve the 
ſenſe of others, and make our ſelyes wiſe 
by their reading as well as our own. 


. Now, Sir, though you have lived much 


in the company of learned men, yet if 
peradyenture you might be born near 8 


| Countrey Village, or may fomet mes 


have ſome Friends to viſit in ſuch by. 
corners; then, I pray, the next time 


| you ride through a Street remarkable 


for nothing ſo much, as that haply the 


| Church is not thatch't as well as moſt 


of the Houſes : Conſider with your 
ſelf, what comfortleſſe Converſe as to 


| matters of Learning, is the poor Par- 


fon of this Town condemn'd to > How 
ſhould a man be a Scholar here? or if 
D he 
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he had ſomewhat of Scholarſhip in him 
before he came hicher , how muſt his 
Parts need ruſt for want of uſe? If he 
will ſtudy for his own pleaſure, he may, 
butelſe he may as well call his -Hogs in 
Latine , as make any preat uſe of his 


Learning among his Neighbours; or as *; 


well expe& InſtruQions again from the 
ſame Swine, as hope to advantage him- 
ſelf by the Converſe of any of them, 
unlefſe it may happen that there be a 
Gentle man or two, or ſome few inge- 
nious perſons in: his Pariſh, Not that 
we deſpiſe our honeſt Farmers, as you 
men of Learning cannot but do, If we 
can obtain the-End for which we live 
among them, to make them better in 
this World , and to fit them for Hea- 


yen hereafter, our ſatisfaction in doing | 


our Duty, and our hopes of accom- 


pliſhing ſo. happy an End , renders our | 


Countrey | ives as pleaſurable to us, as 
yours may be to you, whole Ingenuity 
and Wit makes all the Gentry* in the 
Countrey when you come among them, 
admire your Perſon, and cover your 
Company. So that if you will give us 


act 


—w——_— _ 


leave to judge of our own ſtate, we do |, 
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not think our ſelves altogether unhappy. 
Burt as to the purpoſe of Learning , we 
acknowledge our. ſelves under a difad- 
vantage, The two former are true of 
many of us, we want Books, and time 
ro read them if we had them, But 
che latrer is true of almoſt all. 1f Coun- 
trey Miniſters are not ſo learned as 
ro free, them from Contempt, it is 
not alwayes , becaufe they begin amiſs 
at School, or were unfortunately tu- 
toured art the Univerſity , the condition 
of life which the places we live in de- - 
termine us to, is the great reaſon why 
the Clergy is no more learned. 

When you have confider'd our Edu- 
cation at the Univerficy , upon which 
you diſcourſe in ſhort , proportionably 
to the ſhort ſtay you ſuppoſe we make 
there, you look upon us in our Bene- 
fices, and enquire into the manner of 
our Behaviour in the Pulpit: Where 
one would think you had been fome 
Gatherer of Briefs, or ſome ſuch Jti- 


' nerant Gentleman, who hath had occa- 


fon often to viſit our Countrey-Church- 
es, you do fo well know how we ect- 
rertain our Hearers, You can tell what 
D 2 a 
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a ſtream of Rhetorick our Metaphor 

Merchants fail in, who live in a Sea- 

Town, You know how we we muſter 

up our Compariſons in the open and- 
Champion Countreys, You remember 
too what Trade we drive in great 
Towns. If I could learn your marks, 
I would pive notice to a couple of Ale- 
houſes in my Pariſh, who I hope will do 
me word, if youchance to come in of a 
Saturday night, ( but that I doubt you 
will come diſguiſed , not like your ſelf, 
(:. e.) a worthy Gentleman) and I will 
promiſe you one of the beſt 'ermons 
in my budget; ſor I do not love that 
my Brethren of the Clergy ſhonld gene- 
rally ſuffer for an inconſiderate expreſſion 
or two, that may fall from me among my 
own people, who I know would take no 
offence at it, 

Many ſuch things you take notice of , 
but ſuch as make work for another En- 
quiry. 

The queſtion is, Whether all thoſe 
things you reckon be faults; and whe- 
ther we be guilty of all thoſe faults you 
reckon ? 


rirſt, 
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Firſt, it miy be we are excuſable in 
ſome of thoſe things which you make 
your ſelf and others ſuch ſport with, I 
do not fay in all of -them, for 1 do ho- 
neſtly acknowledge to you , that many 
of- thoſe things you have inſtanced in, 
are unhandſome , not grave nor beco- 
ming our place, when we pretend to 
ſpeak from God to the people. The 
Pulpit is an unſeemly place wherein to 
aQ the part of Stage-players, and to be- 
haye our\ſelves , as if our great deſign 
were to exerciſe the viſible rather then 
rational Faculty of our Hearers. The 
Salvation of the Souls of men is a very 
ſerious thing; and the Endeayours that 
are addreſſed for the obtaining of it, had 
need be ſerious and proportionate, It 
is eaſjie to ſoar too high after ſublime 
Notions, till we mount beyond the 
keen of yulgar Underſtandings. We 
may alſo eafily fink too low into a 
dirty and unmannerly way of expreſſing 
our ſelves, unbecoming the Gravity of 
ſo ſacred an Employment, Wherefore, 
Sir, the Complement We receive 
when we come out of the Church , I 
could in great earneſt paſs upon you, 
D 3 and 
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and thank you for your great pains , if 
I thought it probable that the ſtories you 
tell, would onely ſhame us and make 
u more wary in what we do; and nor 
over and aboye make the whole Clergy 
more contemptible than yet we are. 
Yea, it mighr riot have.been amiſs roo, if 
you had whipt us for two other Childiſh- 
neſles of ours; the odde Tones and the 
mimical Geſtures, whereby many of us 
ſqueak and puppet it, and make our 
ſelves ridiculous ro eur Hearers , by- ma- 
king as much ſport with the manner, as 
with the matter of our Sermons, 

But, Sir, while: you. were upon this 
Argument, was it. well done to talk. at 
that rate, as if yon deſign'd to bring: the 
whole Office of Preaching into. Con- 
tempt? If I had the rich vein of Wir, 
wheteby you are: ſo admirably quali- 
fed, 1 might undertake to pick ſome- 
thing out of the beſt Sermon that hath 
been preach'd any time this hundred 
years,. that may as well be lauphe at, as 
fome of thoſe things which Thou ſeem to 
metoabuſe us for. 

If we would prepare the atten:ion of 
our Auditours, and by a Preface per- 
ſwade 
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ſwadethem that we have ſomewhat con- 
fiderable to ſay ; then we run the hazard 
of your diſpleaſure, for though you do 
not bluntly condemn all Prefaces, ( and 
you would not be oyerwiſe if you did) 
yet with a certain ſineſs you in({inuate, 
that there is ſomewhat chroughouc the 
whole Method of our Preaching, which 
makes us contemptible.. And che firſt 
thing you take notice of, is; - Before the 
Text be divided, a Preface ts to be mad ; 
and afterwards, Having made the way to 
the 7ext' as ſmooth and' plain as any 
thing, with a Preface perhaps from Adam, 
&c. Þ. 64, & 66. by which it ſeems. to 
me that our very Prefacings are. ſtight- 
ed and meanly ſpoken of. Some men 
would have brought you twenty Au» 
thours and more , to prove the Conye- 
niency of this manner of beginning our 
Sermons, and - would have concluded 
with the Example of Saint Lake, But 
I onely ſay, that it is a more then I un- 
derſtand, why a Preface may not do as 
well in the common Method of Preach- 
ing, as it does in the commonu/Methed of 
other Oratory.. And I dare be bold to 
promiſe for you, that if our general 
D 4 Cuſtom 
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Cuſtom were to' begin thus, The Do- 
Ftrine that #« plainly contain'd in theſe 
words, ts this, &c, you would make your 
ſelf more merry with that Method, 
than you do with this. Indeed, Sir, I 


think what courſe ſoever we take, you | 


would find fault with us. Put itis a cer- 
rain ſort of Prefaces at which you carp. 
It ts a great chance if firft of all we as 
not make our Text like ſomeWhat, Pp. 64. 
And is it not a ſufficient Anſwer to ſay, 
It ts a great chance if we do ? For eve- 
ry may be hath a may not be. I know a 
Miniſter who tells me, he is not fo idle 
as to look over all his Notes for this 
purpoſe ; yet he doth not call to mind, 
that in five hundred Sermons and above 
which he hath by him, he hath' ewo 
beginnings wich ſuch a kind. of Preface. 
Bare if our Text be indeed like any 
thing, why is it abſurd to ſay it is ſo? 
And now methinks my Text like an Inge- 
nies Pilture, lnoks wpon all here pre- 
ſent, &c\ p. 65. And what preat harm, 
Ipray, Sir, in all this? If ſuch a thing 
as this make us deſpiſed, it is becauſe 
. men have a mind to deſpiſe us, Me- 
thinks, Sir , your Letter like a diſnge- 
i _- 2150885 
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nious Squint , looks with an evil eye wh- 
ou every thing We do, and you ſeek 0c- 
caſions to undervalue us. What un- 


handſomeneſſe is there, if while I am - 


prefacing to ſuch a Text as this, 71iba- 
lation and anguiſy to every ſoul of man 
that doth evil, &c, I ſhould ſay, My 
Text is like the Hand-writirg upon the 
wall, that made Be/ſbazzar tremble. 
Or if I ſhould ſigniffe my good wiſhes 
that the words of my Text may be as 
goads and as nails faftend by the Ma- 
fers of Aſſemblies, that they may make 
ſome impreſſion upon my Hearers. 
Would you not count this an harſh 
Compariſon? It is well Solomon was a 
Wiſe mari, who before us made ſuch a 
Comparifon of the words of the Wife. 
Other likeneſſes may be as excuſable as 
as theſe, though Ido not fay that all are. 
Nor is it ſo ſtrange a thing, that a Text 
rowards the end of the Bible, ſhould 
have a Preface from Adam; for there 


is a great 'affinity between the 01d Te- 


ſtament and the New: And divers 
Texts in the New Teſtament*do plain- 
ly refer to the Fir} Adam, But be 
the Preface what it will, you are [«ffci- 
ently 
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ently reſolv'd to laugh at it, If I am 
over- venturous in fo ſaying, it is you, 
Sir, thar ſec me the Example, who con- 
clude , that the Preacher , whatever his 
Text had been , was ſafficiently reſolv'd 
to make it like an Ingemons Pitt are. 

You follow uz to che Dividing of our 
Texts, and there you find better ſport. 
Whereas if you were a Pythagorean 
that abominated that which recedes 
from Unity ; it is hard for us in this caſe 
to make-uſe of any manner of ſpeak- 
ing ſo innocent, but you will account 
ie ro our diſadvantage. Though i: be 
the Natwre of @ Propoſition ro confiſt 
of a SubjetF and'a Predicate , yet you 
will not give vs leave to fay that the 
words naturally. fall aſunder. Ic is but 
rarely that our Texts | drop and melt a- 
ſunder, now and 'then it may be in a 
_ thaw :.'And peradventure if we 

ad not 'an unexceptionable Preſident, 
yon would laugh at' us for ſaying, Our 
Doftrine drops as the rain, and diſtills as 
the dew. Nor is it any thing more 
ſtrange that our Text ſhould ſometimes 
#ntWiſt, than that a Propoſition ſhould 
be a Complexe Theam, Yea, what if 
| they 
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they divide themſelves? For why may 
not words divide themſelyes as well as 
things ſpeak? and who ever abus'd an 
Oratour, for ſaying in a plain caſe, Res 
ipſa loquitur ? Sir , thele are but forms 
of ſpeaking, no more ridiculous then 
forms of Law, or Cuſtomary Expreſ- 
ſions and Tranſicions in Larive Orati- 
ons, Not that I take upon 1ne tO ex 
cuſe all we do in this caſe ; You have men- 
tion'd ſome things unbappy enough, but if 
you had pleas'd to have done us a kinaneſs 
(if it be not 1:zghr , you might have 0- 
mitted : making ſuch general RefleRions 
upon all the Divifiens we make ; and 
you may charitably believe that ſome- 
times we ſhew as good LZogich in divi. 
ding a Text, as any your Tutour read 
to you at the Univerſity, If we ſhould 
not divide orr Texts at all, what' then? 
Would you not-tell us, that we amuſe 
our. people with confuſed immethodi. 
call . Diſcourſes ? Certainly you would 
have as much reaſon for it. Wherefore 
apatn it is our unhappineſs to fall-into the: 
hands of fo witty a Gentleman,gwho whar 
conrſe ſoever we take ,- will-find fault 
with us, | 

You 
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You have taken too much notice of 
our Ipnorance to believe , that we can 
raiſe any very cunning Doctrines and 
Obſervations; yer the cruth is, we 
pleaſe our ſelves ſometimes in thinking 
we do ſo. I ſhall not trouble you with 
excuſes for thoſe ſtories you have in- 
ſanced in, (though I am not altogether 
ſo ignorant, as not to know that ſome- 
what may be faid in excuſe for ſome of 
them) now that you haye ſo friendly 
admoniſhed us, I hope we ſhall mend 
for the .time to come, Bur if you 
pleaſe, we will a little debate another 
point. 

Whether or no we do-il! , although 
it be in our Countrey Churches to 
ſprinkle a little Zatine and Greek ſome- 
times about our Sermons. I am not 
fit to judge which is the beſt manner 
of the two, to preach nothing but En- 
elifh, or to mix now and then a Latine 
Sentence. Old Mr. Dod 1 have been 
told, uſed to ſay, So much Latine, fo 
much Fl/eſs in a Sermon , but all men 
are not alogether of that mind, If I 
muſt determine any thing , I would fay 
they are both be, There may be 

rea- 
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reaſons why it may be ſometimes beſt 
to do ſo , and ſometimes beſt other- 
wiſe. 1t is enough if 1 can pive any 
reaſons, that may make it allowable, at 
leaſt fo far as that we do not make our 
ſelyes ridiculous in ſo doing. 

And firſt, Sir, you your ſelf have fur- 
niſhed us with one reaſon, If we may 
judge of otbers of your quality by your 
ſclf, we may conclude, there is a num- 
ber of Gentlemen in England of preat 
parts, that have a mean opinion of us 
Miniſters , becauſe of our great Igno- 
rance ; wherefore why may we nor be 
allowed now and then (nor often, for 
you ſhall very rarely finde that we 
bring in twenty Poets and Phileſophers 
into an hours talk, and that we ſpread 


' onr ſelves in abundance of Greeh and Las 


tine ) to diſcover a little of that Learn- 
ing that we have, thac we may not be 
counted more ignorant than indeed we 
are, Now we finde how the world 
goes, that our Credit is low, why may 
you not judge, that what we do, is 
not for ſimple phantaſtick Glory , but ra- 
ther for the preſerving our- Reputation 
among thoſe who are ready rofeſſen ir. 


If 
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If there were nothing elſe in it, yet is 
nor this ſomething? Our Learning is 
not great, but we are abuſed; and they 
who do nor love us, ſuppoſe it to be 
leſs then it is, therefore it ſtands us in 
band to make the beſt of -our own caſe, 
when others repreſent it ro the worſt, 
But fhis is not all. 

There is you know in ſome words, 
and in fome Sentences, a-certain ſipnifi- 
cancy and fulneſs of ſenſe in one Lan- 
guage, which cannot ſo eafily nor ſo 
ſhorcly be expreſt in another ; ſuch as 
are many happily-compounded words in 
Platarch , and many Proverbs and wiſe 
Sayings in both Languages. Now if 
there be but one or two Scholars in 
the Church, yet we may hereby con- 
veigh ſomewhat ro their Underſtand- 
ings with a greater clearneſs and per- 
ſpecuicy, then if w2 were all in our own 
Language, Or if no body in the Con- 
gregation look ſo lik? a Scholar as our 
poor ſelyes, yet may we do our ſelves 
a kindneſs, by helping our own Undcr- 
ſtandings, and quickening our Memories 
as to ſome Notions, which after the 
Sentence of Latine or Greek 1s pat, our 
deſcant- 
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deſcantings upon may be as profitable 
to our hearers, as any part of our Ser- 
mon; but if we had no fuch thing in 
our Notes, we might loſe fome of the 
falneſs of the ſenſe, for want of preſerving 
it in the Qriginal Proverb, 

And yet again it concerns us fome . 
times to let our people know what Au- 
thority we have for what we ſay, We 
Sive our opinion concerning the meaning 
of {ſuch a Text, and we conftifm it by 
the Expoſition of ſuch a Learned man , 
or we endeayour to prove che lawſul- 
neſs of ſome Uſages in the Church from 
the Authority of ſome of the Fathers : 
or we have occaſion to ſpeak of the ſtate 
of the Primitive C hurch while under Per+ 
ſecution, or elſe divers occahons offer 
themſelves to take notice of Heathen Au+ 
thours. The Do&Qrine of the Goſpel, 
and the reaſonableneſs of Chriſtian Re+ 
ligion, and the eequity of Moral Ver- 
cues are not new Inventions of this Ape, 
they have been known ard talkt of , and 
writ about many years 290 : If now 
while we are quoting of an Authour for 
the confirmation of what we fay, we 


' quote him in his own language, chough 


our 
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(64) 
our people do not underſtand -it , till 
we Enpliſhit, yer it is a ſatisfaction that 
we do not impoſe upon them, And I 
have heard mean people, and as to mar- 


- ters of Scholarſhip very ignorant, talk 


with a preac deal of pleaſure of St. Auſtin 
and other men, whom they have often 
heard of in the Pulpit, upon no other ac- 


count, then becauſe they have heard us | 


quote ſomewhat conſiderable out of 
them, | 

Together with all this, -it is a Conſi- 
deration not altogether unworthy. of 
thoſe who do not chink themſelves the 
onely wiſe men in the worid , that many 
wiſe men have uſed this way of preach- 
ing; ſo wiſe and ſo modeſt withall , that 
it may be reaſonably preſumed, they 
have not out of ſimple phantaſtick Glory 
onely ſpake a littte Zatime in the Pulpir, 
but they have judg'd ir fic for them ſo 
to do, | 

Theſe things I have offer'd, Sir, not much 
in my owndefence ; for | am not greatly 
Suilty in this kind, It may be thoſe of 
my Brethren who are given to this way, 
can give better reaſons than I bave ſug- 
geſted in their own V indicacion, how- 

| ever 


q 
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(28) 
ever it ſeems to me that theſe are ſufficient 
to deliver them. from being deſpis'd upon 
this account, unleſs they be very laviſh in 
this kind where there is little reaſon, For 
though 1 would ſay that this practice may 
ſometimes and in ſome places be juſtif'd, 
yet am far from falling into che other ex. 
tream, You ſeem to condemn all mix. 
tures of other Languages, I have excuſed 
ſome, and yet do acknowledge , that we 
may do very foaliſhly, in talking abundance 
of Latine to thoſe who ſcarce underitand 
plain &»gls/5. 

There is another thing you reproach us 
for , viz. The lictle Sentences we ſome- 
times interpoſe to mollifie what we are 
about to ſay; As .it were, and 4s I] may (o 
ſay, and with, Reverence be it ſpoken; as if 
you thought we 'were che-bolder to venture 
upon Blaſphemy under the -guard of theſe 
words. . Bliſter'd be thae, Tongue that will 
be bold to blaſpheme, whether it be with 
or without an excuſe ;; and ſo, far as we do 
in this manner uſher in any thing of thar 
nature, ſpare-us not. But- might you not 
bave acknowledg'd, that we may very in- 
nocently uſe ſuch forms of words as.theſe ? 
Do not good Oratours without any diſ- 
paragement to themſelves, often ſay, $5 5t« 
liJui 


(66) 
loqui liceat, and detur verbo venia, and the 
like ? Why ſhould this be more offenſive 
in Engl; than Lative, And is there not 
an Axiome in Divinity, (but may be you'll 
laugh at it , becauſe Syitematical Divines 
uſeit) 2ue Sſ: Scriptura loquitur de Deo 
"Arlpomnaios debent intelligi Ovemyerus, 
God himſelf ſpeaks ſome things in his ho- 
ly Word, which we may not repeat with- 
out Reverence. There are-Similitudes not 
very harſh; bn: the infinite diſtance be- 
eween the Almighty God and us ſorry 
Creatures, requires as well an Awe in our 
Underſtandings; as the Revyerence of our 
Bodies, © Eut here -alfo as well as elſewhere 
the faults you-finde with" us are without 
any juſt limits, or any favourable acknow- 
ledgements, that ſuch-words- are ſometimes 
becomingly and' well ufed, as well as un- 
ſeemly and ill at other times, 

When you had reckon'd up three things 
whereby we difparage our ſelves; Harſh 
Metaphors , Childiſh Similitades, and ill 
applied Tater, and had tickled your fpleen 
w'th the rwo firſt, you forgot to take no- 
tice of-the third - Wherefor2 you may give 
me leayeto follow your Example, and 0. 


mic any difcourle of the other two - But ' 


I will cake fo much notice of them, as to 
yield 


der'd that the a þ ws rubles of 
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yield to yo, ehart many of che inſtances 
you give wi thoſe, as well as thoſe that fol- 
low in the Ob/ervitions, ate" ſafficitnly to 
che diſreprite of chofe whom you quote for 
them, Bar if you had added many more 
to theft, 1 do not fee why it fliould be any 
more tothe diſcredit of che Cletgy in ge- 
neral , then why if two or three plarab» 
felters in London (a word you have eaughe 
me) ſhould fe{[rorten Pſambs, alf the Gro- 
cers in the City fhonld chereby loſe their 
Tradeand their Credit, The Clergy-men 
m- England are very numerons, and you 
have taken che liberty to look backward 
many years, tenor a dozen years to' my 
knowledge, for fome of the ſtories : Nay, 
there isone amonp the reſt (rhat of Abra- 
har's begetting 1/aac) may be thirty of 
foarty years old 'or more, for any thing I 
know , for it was ſuperannuated and almot 
out of date above twenty years ago, And 
what if out of twenry or thirty years Scr- 
mons, may be rak't up twenty of thirty 
pxſfages not very acurate or -Seholarlike, 
why ſhould the reſt that are lexrried and 
grave and ſuch as become men'in our Ca- 
paciries to- Preach, fuffer upon-the account 
of thoſe few, Eſpecially if it be confi 


the 
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the late times, did influence, as upon many 
of the Laiety to make them: poor, ſo upon 
many of the Clergy alſo to diſturb their 
Studies, It is well known how many raw 
men and unexperienc'd in this great Em. 
ployment , skipt up without any controll 
into the Pulpit, without any ſufficient 07 
der for ſo doing, It does alſo deſerve to 
be added, that you report things to their 
diſadvancage : tor thoſe ſtories whereby 
you tell vs how ſome men pick out cun- 
ning Texts to prove a DoQrine, which no 
body wouid think were containedinit, I 
cannot think ure ſo bad as you repreſent 
chem, For if I may guels at the reſt by 
one, you-have done | doubt, ſome wrong 
ro the memory or that witty man, (for I 
think I know who you mean) whoſe Texc 
was abou the inulticude oi choughes, P/. 
94. Probabjy enough he might plance a 
little upon E lef&ion and Reprobation, for a 
Man upon ſuch a Text may wander far if 
he pleaſe; but that he took that Text on 
purpoſe to diſcourſe upon that Argument, 
or that he raisd that DoQrine thence . and 
did ſpend any conſiderable time to follow 
it, I much doubt, and have a preat deal of 
reaſon todo ſo; for I may do it, without 
bringing any ſuſpition upon your integrity 
in 


(47) 


in citing of it, For though you would 
have it believ'd that he ſo ſaid, yer I per- 
ceive thoſe words, T he Doftrine that »na- 
turally flows from theſe words, are not the 
Preachers words, but your own. 

But I ſay no more in exrenuation of any 
Extravagancies of Preachers , becauſe in 
earneſt | acknowledge that we are too of- 
ten culpable, and the matter as well as man- 
ner of our Preaching might be to better 
purpoſe than it is, if we would take all 
due care to avoid thoſe ridiculous [mperti. 
nencies, which though not ſo frequent as 
you ſuppoſe, yer are frequent enough to 
expoſe us to ſome Contempt amonsg wiſe 
and underſtanding men. 

Thus far, Sir, I have enquired whether 
all thoſe things you charge vs with, be in- 
deed faults, or fo great faults as to make us 
contemptible : It remains to conſider whe- 
ther we are guilty of ſome other things 
which you do reckon up and reproach us 
for, of which ſort I enquire but into 
two, Whether we be guilty of accom. 
modating our ſelves to the humour of the 
chief man of the Pariſh, without conſider- 
ing the neceſſities and capacities of our 
meaner people : And whether we be fo 

idle as not to begin to ſtudy our Sermons 
E 3 till 
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till Friday night, or Satardayj,. or it may 
be S»uday morning. You tell us ( p. 41.) 
thac ſometimes we Preach owt of Comple- 
ment to the all Wiſe Patron, and all unacr- 
ſtanding Fuftice of Peace, &c, and you 
know ſeveral of that asſpoftion, Who if they 
chaxce to bave a man of Learning and VU#- 
der f indiug more then the reſt of the Pariſh, 
preach wholly at bim, and level moſÞef their 
diſcourſes at his (uppoſed capacity, and the 
reſt of the gaod people ſhall have onely a hand- 
ſome gaze or. view of the Parſon. Truly, 
Sir, you may know more then | know, for 
I am an ignorant Miniſter, yet 1 hope you 
are miſtaken in this Charge; I hope alſo 
you believe thoſe Gentlemen are ſo wiſe 
and ſo honeſt, that if we ſhould be diſ- 
poſed ro humour them, they would civilly 
2dviſe us to have regard to the reſt of onr 
Pariſh, as well as to them alone, And a 
little diſtintion may ſalve our Credit in 
this caſe, We may have reſpe& to the 
Learning, when we have no reſpe& to the 
Humoars of thoſe few Scholars that are 
our Ayditours : So long as we go 'no far. 
ther than the firſt of theſe, we do nothing 
but what becomes us well, and what may 
be a great advamape (0 us in our Preach- 
ing. . Give me kave, Sir, to tell you a 
my oh Nory, 
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ſtory, I knew! a Learned Divine, who. 
died within this ſeven years, that lived in 
an obſcure corner of the Countrey ; but 
where upon occaſion, perſons of better qua-+ 
lity than his ordinary Pariſhioners did 
ſometimes come : Wherefore to make ſure 
work, he alwayes carried two Sermons 
with him to Church ; and when he got in- 
tothe Pulpit, and had looked round about 
him, if he found any ſtrangers there , he 


would give them che more accurate Ser- 
mon; (and if he liſted he could preach 


_ with great accuracy ) but if be obſerv'd 


none but his own Neighbours, he would 
content them with his ordinary way of 
Preaching , which was more homely and 
dry, bur that which be _— was good 
enough for Farmers and Shepherds, Veri- 
ly, Sir, itis a great temptation to us, when 
we know no body is like to hear vs, but 
perſons of an inferiour underſtanding as 
well as condition, to be more ſlight in our 
Preparations, and careleſs in our Studies, 
forif need be, we may think to put them 
off with an affeGionate noiſe inſtead of 
ſabſtantial matter. But if there be bur 
one or two perſons of good Underſtandi 

whoeither door may come to Church, it 1s 
a reſtraint to. us; We muſt for our Repu- 
B 4 Y tations 


(12) 
tations ſake ( which may be quickly loſt } 
well conſider what we intend to ſay. He 
was no fool that ſaid, Tnmus mihipropopulo : 
One Gentleman in the Pariſh may eſpy 
more faultineſs in our Sermons, than all 
the pariſh beſide. It concerns us there- 
fore ſo far. to preach to them, as to have 
ſome pecultar regard to their Learning ; fo 
as we may ſay nothing but what we appre- 
hend fit for an intelligent perſon to hear. 
And while we are thus doing, we do not 
gnworthily and crouchingly accommodate 
our ſelves to the Gentleman With whom we 
hope to dine. © It is fitting for us to deſire to 
approve our ſelyes to an underſtanding Au- 
ditour-; and, we do without any ſhame 
ownit, thar we do fo far ſtand in awe of a 
ſevere judgement, as that we believe our 
ſelves to preach the better, for having re- 
ſpeRt to what may be fic ro ſay before ſuch 
an one. Yea, I think it were happy forthe 
Charch, if all Countrey Miniſters that live 
in by-holes, had a Gentleman of worth 
and parts in their Pariſh, not onely for the 
other favors which they may hope to receive 
from them, but upon this account , that 
our Sermons ' may be ſtudied with more 
Care, and preacl/d with leſs Exception, 
I am willing ro hope this is thit you nean 
in 


(73) | 
in your Charge, which if you do, we 
confeſs the fat, but deny the puile, We 
have this regard to the better ſort of per- 


ſons in our Pariſh, and we are not blame-: 


able for it, But if you mean we haye re- 
fpe& ro the humours of che Gentlemen that 
hear us, as it is not proper for the place 
wherein you ſpeak of it, ſo we hope we 
do not deſerve to be charg'd with it, and 
till you better prove it, in our Vindication 
I take the liberty to deny ir. But if you 
mean as probably you do, that we ſtrive 
to preach learnedly, becauſe of one or two 
learned -men that hear us, when the reſt of 
the people underſtand nothing : this alſo 


till it be better proved, may honeſtly be de- 


nied,. We may have reſpe& to their Un- 
derſtanding, upon the reaſon which I have 
already given, although we do not labour 
ro riſe above the capacity of our meaner 
Auditours. 

With the ſame fineneſs you uſe in other 
caſes, you bring us under a ſuſpicion of 
preaching venturouſly and rawly, bur very 
little premeditating what we intend to fay. 
There are you ſay very few Texts can be 


| divided at ſooneſt before Friday night, and 


fome there ave will neveÞ be divided, bat upon 
Sunday mornin? , and that not very early ; 


bnt 
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but either a little before they go, or #n their 
gorng to Church, p. 85. And are we not 


then the more co be admir'd, that we preach 


ſo well as we do upon ſo ſhort warning, and 
and with ſo ſlender Preparations? is it not 
fitting you ſhould recant one of the two ? 
Either we are not ſo very /gnoraxt, or not 
ſo very 1dle as you tell the world we are. 
If our }gnorance were ſo deplorable, and 
made us ſo contemptible , it is very ſtrange 
we. ſhould be able to do any thing in the 


- Pulpitat all, withour a great deal of pains 


taking : But if this latter be true, that we 
do negle& our Studies, and ſpend but few 
thoughts uponour Texts before wepreach, 
as if we did think and ſpeak both together, 
it cannot be that we ſhould be ſo dull and 
mean-parted, ſuch poor Scholars, as to be 
upon that account the ſcorn of the world, 
How bravely might we do if we would tu- 
dy hard, who can upon a very few hours 
thoughts preach ſo well as commonly we 
do! 

But, Sir, though I have ſuppoſed what if 
it ſhould , yet 1 muſt not grant that it is 
true, We take more pains than you are 
awareof, For good Sir, how do you know 
the contrary, Weare not worth your ac- 
quaintance ſure, We are too —_— 
an 
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and Poor, of too mean a condition to be fit 
company for ſo accompliſht a Gentleman, 
How come you to underſtand ſo well what 
we do, unleſs you would confirm the opie 
nion of your travelling the Countrey , and 
ſearching like a Spie into the manner of our 
ſpending our time, It isa very hard rhing 
to pronouncefor the whole ( ergy of Eng- 
laxd, that there are few of us who begin ro 
make our Sermons before Fridaj riohe, 
(for our Prefaces are not ſo long, 2s tht the 
dividing of our Texts comes far behind the 
beginning) and ſome not befqge Sw:day 
morning. If you knew a few that do fo, 


, and from thoſe few particulars would infer, 


that generally we all do fo, that is no good 


that by reaſon of Ins mighty parts and 
great reading, and his muchMoughtctulneſs 
inthe courſe of his Studies, he did compoſe 
the Sermons he preach d in the Countrey 
with no great labour, And ſome few 0- 
thers who know their ſtrength may be 
bold; and very poſſibly ſome that have 
leſs reaſon may be more confident, ( becauſe 
of a volubl: Tongue) than becomes them, 
and may preach ſlightly,” But that the 


\ greateſt number of us take little or no time 


to ſ{udy our Sermons;xtill you baye better 
proved 
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proved it, (and Affirmantzs eſt probare) I 
haye the confid2nce co deny it. It may be 
miny of us do not ſet our felyes to write 
our Notes, till towards the end of the 
week , but we can ſtudy before we write, 
we may all che week long at ſeveral times be 
caſting our thoughts upon our Texts, into 
a certain method, and digeſting into ſome 
good order, what we intend firit to write, 
and then to preach, 

If you had been diſpoſed to do usa kind. 
neſs, and to deliver us from Contempt, you 
might have let this altogether alone; and if 
you did not think good co commend us 


for our Studiouſneſs, yet you needed not * - 


have blam2d us for char, which it is impoſ- 
ſible you ſhould have a certain knowledge 
of: for neithgx you nor any other man [i- 
ving can be $ intimately acquainted with 
a matter of nine or ten thouſand Preach- 
ers, (and ſuch a number there 15 in Eng- 
I nd) as to know what time of the week 
they uſe to ſet themſelves firſt ro ſtudy their 
Sermons, You profeſs your ſelf a» honeſt 
and hearty wiſhtr , that we might be well 
efteem'd in our Profeſſion. You might if 
you bad pleaſed, have contributed ſome- 
what more then you have done to the ſuc- 


ceſs of thoſe Wiſhes. You need not have 
6 repre- 


} 
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repreſented every thing to our diſadyan- 
tage. If there (be faults in our Preaching, 
(as there are too many) you might have 
mollif'd them ſomewhat without any dif- 
honour to a Gentleman of your Quality 
and Wit ; and you have a fair Preſidenc 
for it, in one who was accounted a Wit in 
his time, andI think your modeſty will al- 
low him ſomewhat comparable to your 


| ſelf: The Excellent Jr. Herbert (who 


ſhall conclude this part of the trouble I 
give you ) even when he could find fault 
with our Coar, ſpeaks thus in our Defence. 


7 udge not the Preacher, for he is thy Fudge; 
If thon miſlike him thou conceiv'ft him not ; 
God calleth Preaching folly, do net grudge 
To pick out treaſures from an earthen Par. 
T he worſt ſpeaks ſomething good, if all want 
ſenſe, 


Goa takes a Text, and preaches Patience. 


7 eft not at Preachers language or expreſſion, 

How know'ft thou but (hy (ins made hin 
miſcarry ? 

Then turn thy faults and his, into confeſſion; 

Goa ſent him whatſcere he be : O tarry 
And love him for his Maſter bis condition, 
T boxgh it be ill, makes him no ill Phyſician. 
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5- [ have; Sir, but one Enquiry. morejto 
make, Whether if we are as you repreſent 
us, and are thzrefore deſpiſed ; you bavye 
taken a probable courſe to heal our Wound, 
and to deliver us from that Conctempr, 
which you profeſs your ſelf ſorry for, be. 
cauſe we lye under. You ſeem to me to 
write after ſuch a manner , as will increaſe 
our Contempt among thoſe , who will'do 
you the honour to have a favourable opini. 
on of your Undertaking, Who ever 
though that Se/der's Hiftory of T yrhes did 
the:Clergy a great kindneſs , though ic bear 
a fair face, and may haye much truch in it ? 
Or, there is another Book nearer a kin to 
yours, even that which is. thought to give 
the” provocation to Seldew , (how: truly I 
know not} whoever thought that the Co- 
medy of Jgnoramus would make: the Law- 
yers ſpeak better Latine, or increafe their 
Credit. "Such a kind of piece is your Let- 
ter of Enquiry , a piece of Drollery and 
Fancy, amerry making ac our misfortanes. 
You pretend to pitty us, but youdo all the 
while laugh at us, Your Style is pungent, 
and enters a little too deep, It'is a grave 
Subjet you enquire into, and ſuch as in 
ſober fadneſs deſerves ro be enquired inco, ' 
but the manner of your Enquiry is toofa. 
cemious 


rejto 
reſent 
bave 
ound, 
empr, 
, de- 
me Qo 
creale 
11l:-do 
OpiNite 
ever 
es did 
© bear 
init? 
kin to 
» give 
raly I 
ie Co- 
 Law- 
» their 
x Let- 
y and 
reones, 
all che 
ngent, 
x grave 
h as 1n 
[ inco; 
too fa. 
cetlous 


(79) 
cetious and jocular, and too like a Prevar:- 
cators ſpeech, though in one place you fall 
ſo foul upon thoſe t:xerciſes of Wit in the 
Univerſities, 1 confels there is ſome oddes 
betweena Sermon and a Letter; but as we 
takea. Text, ſo you take a Theam to dif- 
courſe 0n, The Grounds and Occaſions of the 
Contempt of the Clergy; a weighty and 
ſerious Argument, it you had dealt with it 
accordingly. - True it is that Sportiveneſs 
and Drolery is fo much the humour: of :the 
times, that if you had. written after. an- 
other faſhion, ſome: hundred of Copies 
might have lain upon the Bookſellers bands, 
It may alſo be, that as. | l 

A Verſe may find him-who a Sermon flies.” 
So you may better laugh us out of what 
is indecorous, and adnuniſters Occaſion:to 
our C ontempt, thanit you made 'an Uſe of 
Reproot, and did ſeverely chide ns: Bur, 
Sir, atter you haye well conſider'd:the qua- 
licy of the perſons who ſlight us, will you 
fay plainly, which you think will firſt come 
to pals? Shall you ſooner laugh us out of 
our Indecencies, or will you not much 
ſooner laugh them into a greater diſpoſiti- 
on of contemning us. You have, Sir, -led 


-the Dance, and ſo many as follow your 


Meaſures, will by your manner of ſpeak 
al ing 
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ing be abundantly inſtructed to have us ſtill 
more in derifion. When we are in Gowns 
and Caſſocks gravely habired, we hope to 
be reſpe&fully treated from our Neigh- 
bours tor our gravity ſake : But you have 
drawn the Picture of a Parſon in querpo, 
and deveſted us of .all thoſe things that were 
Ornamental about us, (nay yenly you will 
hardly believe that we bave Breeches under 
our Caſſocks) that our people may more 


ſecurely jear at us. Yon blame us much 


for harſs Metaphors, and inthe mean: time 
you exceed as much in over-reachins Hy- 
perboles. Either you expe&t your Reader 


ſhould believe nothing you ſay, and then ., 


you play the. foo/, and write to no purpoſe, 
or you would have him belieye all, and 


then you do little betcer chen play the kyave; : 


for you very well know, the Relation you 
give whether of our [gnorance or Poverty, is 


exceedingly Hyperbolical, or you leave it to 


the diſcretion of .your Reader to- make 
more favourable allowances to your Hy- 
perbole's;, then you do to our Metaphors. 
But you ſhoald then have given them a 
better example , and not to. have tempted 
them to ſay that which themſelves do not 
believe : As I hope, Sir, you donot think 
us {9 ridiculous as you make us, whateyer 
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your reaſon may be for ſo doing. If you 
are of opinion, that deſperate Diſeaſes maſt 
have deſperate Remedies, and therefore you 
ſomewhat overdo, becauſe nothing elſe will 
cureus ; you may if you pleaſe try another 
courſe, When you ſee a fat Parſonage 
ready to incline to you , and in hopes of 
that take Holy Orders, get a Licence to be 
Univerſity Preacher. Then ſhew your 
Zeal, and do what you can to procure Ho. 
nour and Revererce to the Clergy, Set up 
a running Leure through the chief Mar- 
ker-Townx. of a County or two ; and while 
you are preaching two or three Sermons in 


. aplace, invite all the Neighbour Miniſters 


to hear you, fet them a Copy after what 


manner they ſhall preach. , As. you have 


already told us where we do ill, ſo then 
ſhew us by your Example to do better. 
Turn out of the Commun Method of Preach 
ng; Make no Prefacts : Trouble not your 
ſelf to divide the Text. Labour - not for 
any canning Obſervations Ot Inferences, 
which are the PraQices whereby we make 
our ſelves ridiculous : But behaye your ſelf 
gravely and ſolemnly , and like a man that 


may not be aſham'd to reprove others for . 
+ their follies : It may be this may do more 


good than your Letrer,. If you care not to 
F \ fake 
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take this trouble upon you , then ſtay * 
while before you abuſe us any more. if 
ever you are like to become one of us, after 
a ſeven years Exercife in- our Sacred' Em- 
ployment, Teview your own Sermons, and 
if you can find nothing that a ſevere Judge- 
ment or Critical Wit can find fanle with, then 
and not till chen abuſe us ar your pleafure:lt 
is t00 late to ſay now, Do 2ot caſt the firſt 
ſtone at us, till you know whether your ſelf 
be without ſin. But if you perſiſt in the 
ſame humour of deſpiſing us, peradventure 

ir may be time to ſay then, | 


Cum tug pervideas oculis male lippus inanft ic 
Cur 1%.4miogr um Vitlis tam cernu acutum, 


I wiſh F could confute that part of your 
Letter which concerns our Poverty : Bur 
(though -you Hyperbolize 'grievouſly in 
that parc of your Diſcourſe) there is too 
much Truth in it to be contradited, ' Yer 
upon farther conſideration of the Matter, I 
tind I can't be as good as my word. You 
are in too pleaſant a vein forme to hit-in 
with you, The Tune of A as poor Scholar 
15ro0 metry a Ditty. Inſtead of a-plea- 
fantnew Tune, I think it may as well be- 


come you to fall in with me, and to ac-' 


knowledpe that as poor Fob deſeryed better 
| Com- 
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Comforters, ſo may the poor geſpis'd Min 
ſfters expe, that to bim that is ffii.Jed, pit 
ſhould be. ſoevwed from hes friend. - in 
Sir, I have diſcours'd with you all. this 
while as with a Stranger ,, and have ,very 
lictle betray'd chat I have any knowledge of 
you; if I. am not much miſtaken,..I know 
you well, and if I know you, I loye you for 
old Acquaintance, But I have: donechar, 
which I think were well if 'other Writers 
would do in their Arguings with one: an- 
other , not ſo. .much djſcover their .know- 
ledge of the Perſon they undertake : for it 
often comes to paſs, that when ewo men 


| write one againſt another, the Cauſe is laid 


aſide; and ſome perſonal quarrels taken up, 
in which their Readers are no more con- 
cern'd , than we are in all the Duels that 
are fought in France, If my Information 
fail, and | know you nor, yet I honour you, 
becauſe I am perſwaded you mean well, 1 
have done you no diſhonour by any thing 
I haveſaid ; whether I have done any thing 
for the Honour of my Order, the Reader 
muſt judge. Glad ſhall I be if I canpre« 
Jerve my Brethren from being farther de- 
ſpiſed. I never counted my ſelf , nor was 


' any bodyelſe ever ſo fooliſh, as tro count 


mewitty; if i hayvenow and then yentur'd 
F 2 upon 
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npon ſome ludicrous Expreſſions, ie hath 
not been becauſe my own Inclinations led 
me to them, but becauſe in few words I 
thought,to anſwer ſuch a Diſcourſe as yours 

is altogether moroſely and ſowerly, would 
not do well. If I have not pleaſed you 
yet, I hope I ſhallin what Ihave yet to ſay; . 
| which is onely this: I pat an End to tbe 

| | trouble I giye you, and am 


Zannary 10. Sir, 
1670. Your Humble Servant, 


W. S. 
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A Poſiſcript. 


SIR, 
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®Ou may fee kow hard 
it is for men to conti- 
nue long in a good 
' minde, I thought I 


: took me to read oyer 
”ANNSTIND your Letter once a- 
cain, and I finde upon a Review, that I 
baye omitted ſome things which do as well 
deſerve to be confider'd, as many of 
thoſe which 1 have taken notice of, I am 
not of the humour that »wy Lord YVerulaw 
reports ſome perſons to be of, who when 
they write Letters, reſerve the moſt im. 
portant bufineſs for the Poſtſcript, The 
main things I deſigned 1 have diſpatche, 
but ſome ſlipt from me : Which I ſay, be- 
cauſe I would neither bave you nor my 
Readers think , that by vertue of an old 
| F 3 Maxim, 
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opon ſome ludicrous Expreſſions, it hath 
not been becauſe my own Inclinations led 
me to them, but becauſe in few words I 
| to anſwer ſuch a Diſcourſe as yours 
is altogether inoroſely and ſowerly, would 
not do well. If I bave not pleaſed you 
yet, I hope I ſhall in what 1 have yer to ſay; 
which is onely this: I pat an End tothe 
trouble I giye you, and am 


Zannary 10: Sir, 
1670. Your Humble Setyant, 


W. $. 
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| SQ? took me to read oyer 
TCL your Letter once a- 
ain, and I finde upon a Review, that.I 
have omitted ſome things which do as well 
deſerve to be confider'd, as many of 
thoſe which 1 have taken notice of, I am 
not of the humour that wy' Lord YVerulew 
reports ſome perſons to be of, who when 
they write Letters, reſerve the moſt im. 
portant/ buſineſs for the Poſtſcript, The 
main things I deſigned 1. have difpatche, 
but ſome ſlipt from me : Whick'Iſay, be- 
cauſe I would neither have you nor my 
Readers think , that by vertue of an old 
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Maxim, 'O# tacet conſentirevidetar, T ap» 
prove of all that I do not expreſly diſal- 
low; and haying ſaid ſo, I am willing to 
ſave you the labour of following me in a 
long reckoning up of all thoſe things L 
mean, I trquble yon wifh a little Ant- 
madverſion*upon one Paragraph of your 
Letter, That is p. 19 where you refle&t 
upon the Gentleman that keeps” 'Chap- 


lains, It is npt, Sir, to-be denicd, but ſome, . 


of chem may, be a lictle roo ſervilely and 
handſomely dealt with, But I wiſh you 


ad ſpoken a lictle more reſpefully and 
Fivilly-. bogh. of; thoſe Gentlemen and 
their , Chaplains too , for theſe Rea- 
OO SS 

. There are many Gentlemen will not trou- 
ble therh(elyes with ſo idle a Piece of Houſ- 
boldſtuff 2s a Chaplain is; none of the Fa- 
mily can be better ſpared, no Experces be 
þetcer retrenched, than that needleſs Wa- 
pooch be receives. Now, Sir, if there 
e. any of the Gentry of England fo in- 
Cinable to Aqdanchery,, as that the pre- 
ſence of a Chaplain would he burdenſome 
to..them, and therefore they chuſe to be 
withs 4. cannot but think, you, would 

e 


haye pleaſed many men, if you had ſpoken 
alitJe honourably of chat kind of life, and 
| you 
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ou might have encouraged the Gentry to 
believe that a Chaplain would not devour ſo 
much of their Eſtates as a pack of Dogs 


. - will, And if you had done the Church 


no ſervice in beſpeaking ſuch proviſion for 
young Scholars, yet you might have done 
ſomewhat tothe Commonwealth,in being an 
inſtrument to recover the Gentry fromſome. 
of their Exceſſes, You have taught them to- 
deſpiſe us, and you cannot but believe, that 
what we fay will be liccle effe&ual; bur if a 
Gentlenian of ſo'great Ingenuity and fo ad- 
mirable Parry as'your ſelf, ſhould tell them , 
it would be' for che Honour of their Name. 


". and Houſe, for the Encouragement of 


Learning and Piety, to hayein their Houſes 
ſome young Scholars of rare Parts and 
good. Improvements, they might liſten ta 
you, and yot might thus dathe world good 
ſervice. EX | | 
Or if you had not thought it worth your 
while to have made this attempt, yer at 
leaſt you might have acknowledged , thae 
there are ſome Gentlemen in E»g/and (how 
few ſoever; who treat their Chaplains with 
all fair and good reſpet;, who make them 
mach their Companions and Friends; who 
retain them upon no low and mean ac- 
counts, bue. for excellent purpoſes, vis 
F 4 That 
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Maxim, O#3 tacet conſentire videtur, T ap» 
prove of all that I do not expreſly diſal- 
low; and haying ſaid ſo, I amwilling to 
ſave you the labour of following me in a 
long reckoning up of all thoſe things L 
mean, I trquble yon with a little Ant- 
madverſion upon one Paragraph of your 
Letter, That is p. 19 where you reflet 
upon the Gentleman that keeps- Chap- 
lains, It is not, Sir, to-be denied, but ſome 
of chem may, be a lictle roo ſervilely and 
unhandſomely dealt with, But I wiſh you 
had ſpoken a lictle more reſpeRfully and 
Civilly .bozh.. of, thoſe Gentlemen and 
their - Chaplains too, for theſe Rea- 
——__.: 

There are many Gentlemen will not trou- 
ble therfiſelyes with fo idle a Piece ot Houſ- 
boldſiuff as a Chaplain is; none of the Fa- 
mily can be better ſpared, no Experces be 
þetcer retrenched, than that needleſs Wa- 
pe which he receives. Now, Sir, if there 

e any of the Gentry of England (o in- 
Cinable ro Debauchery , as that the pre- 
ſence of a Chaplain would he burdenſome 
to them, .and therefore they chuſe to be 
without; .yap cannot but think, you, would 
haye pleaſed many men, if you had ſpoken 
alittle honourably of chat kind of life, and 
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you might have encouraged the Gentry to 
believe that a Chaplain would not devour ſo 
much of their Eſtates as a pack of Dogs 
will, And if you had done the Church 
no ſervice in beſpeaking ſuch proviſion tor 
young Scholars, yet you might have done 
ſomewhat tothe Commonwealth,in being an 
inſtrument to recover the Gentry fromſome 
of their Exceſſes, You have taught them to 
deſpiſe us, and you cannot but believe, that 
what we ſay will be little effe&ualz bur if a 
Gentleman of ſo great Ingenuity and fo ad- 
mirable Parts as'your ſelf, ſhould tell chem , 
it would be for the Honour of their Name. 


- and Houſe, for the Encouragement of 


Learning and Piety, to hayein their Houſes 
ſome young Scholars of rare Parts and 
good Improvements, they might liſten ta 
you, and you might thus dothe world good 

ſervice. | 
Or if you had not thought it worth your 
while to have made this attempt, yer at 
leaſt you might have acknowledged , that 
there are ſome Gentlemen in Exg/anvd (how 
few ſoever, who treat their Chaplains with 
all fair and good reſpet, who make them 
much their Companions and Friends; who 
retain them upon no low and mean ac- 
counts, but for excellent purpoſes, vis 
F 4 That” 
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That the Exerciſes of Piety in their Fami- 
lies may be perſorm'd with Gravity atid 
Devotion, - as becomes ſuch holy Services : 
And collateral to this, that they may have 
the opportunity and ſatisfaction, of train-. 
ing up Diyines for more publick Service 
afterwards. When if it ſhall happen, thac 
they live co ſee them well fixed in that 
Sacred Employment, the Cure of' Souls, 
it cannot bur be a great Contentment and 
Pleaſure to them to reflet upon whar is 
paſt, and ſay, There is ſuch a Worthy 
Divine who was forc'd to leave the Uni- 
verſity very young, and if I had not ta- 
ken him into my Family, and given him 
Leafure and Encouragement to follow his 
Studies, he might have hunted after a poor 
Curateſhip as foon as he' was Batchelour 
of Arts; where a Conſtant Employment 
ſo ſoon, would hayz ſpoil'd his Growth 
Mm Learning , that he ſhould never bave 
reach't that Repute he now lives in. 

' Neither, Sir , haye every one of theſe 
Gentlemen, a Cozen Abigail todiſpoſe of ; 
or if they had, it is to be hoped they de- 
teſt that Fymony that goes under you know 
what opprobrious name, *' © 

© You may, Sir, fancy thoſe of our Pro. 
feſſſon to be g Company of ſneaking low- 


ſpirite | 
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ſpirited men, who know not what bel, 

to Honour and Reputation, and therefore 
you may deal with « as you pleale : But 
you might have remembred that Gentlemen 
are very tender in that point, if they ſhould 
chance to enter the liſts with you, you 
would finde their Pexs as ſharp in this kinde 
of Dxel, as their' Swords are in others, 
We may write languidly and dully , and 
the Offers that we' make may not «ome 
home, but they gre able ro make ſharp 
thruſts, and to wound your Reputation, ir 
may be as much as you have done ours, 1 
do not unſay what I have ſaid, you may be 
company fit forthem, and they may com. 
mend you for your Wit, yet chaſtiſe you 
alſo for uſing ic upon them, ' You have 
heard of the Anſwer that Dy. 7egox of old 
gave to a knaviſh Lad of Bexxer Colledge. 


— 


Knew but 1 the Lad that writ 
T heſe Verſes in abravery, 

1 would commend him for hs wit, 
But whip him for his Knavery. 


You deſpiſe us as if we were not your | 


match, wherefore we turn you over to- 
ſome who are able to pay you in your own 
Coyn, and to deal wjzb you at your own 
Weapon, I 
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I am ſorry I treſpaſs upon your Patience, 
for I am longer than I thought to have 
been; I have but a word more, and fo con- 
clude. (You ſee, Sir, how naturally we fall 
into our old Road, this ſhould bave belong*d 
ro my Sermon, which I havealmoſt finiſhe 
for next S2»day, but now 'tis here let it go) 
If you have no reſpe& to the Gentleman, 


yet have ſome pitty for the Chaplain, Do - 


you know of never a Tutour in the Uni- 
yerſity, that would be willing to prefer a 
poor Scholar (after he hath taken his firſt 
Degree) to ſome good Gentlemans houſe, 
and do you not believe it would be a good 
refage and convenience to him. Nay, Sir, 
ſay, might it not be as probable a remedy 
to deliver the Clergy from Contempt , as 
any you have pointedatin all your LZezter , 
if Gentlemen were commonly ſo -well 
diſposd, to entertain and accommodate 
ſome who deſign for Divinity, but are diſ- 
appointed of their ExpeQations , and diſ- 
abled from ſtaying ſeven years or longer at 
the Univerſity. Surely the greateſt part 
of thoſe who prove mean Preachers, upon 
no other account ſo much, as becauſe they 
begin too fſeon, would do the Church more 
Service, and the Clergy more Honour, if 
they had ſuch a conyenient ReſtIng-place 
| | berween 
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between the Univerſity and the Pulpit, 
But, Sir, I never was a Chaplain, there- 
fore I leave this Point to be debated 
by thoſe who have greater Experience 
in "this Matter. And once more] am 


Jannary 17. Your humble Servant, 
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